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ChristChurch
Wrexham
July
Key Events
3rd Celebration at
ACRC/ ACT/
Youth/ Discovery
Church

ChristChurch Wrexham

Newsletter July 2016

Relay

10th Russ Howell
at CCW and
Leaders Meeting
17th
Congregational
Meeting (children
bring picnics)
21st Huddle and
Core Leaders
23rd/24th Feeding
the Roofless
24th All age
celebration
31st Martina and
Tony at CCW
focusing on her
work in Turkey.
Followed by
shared lunch

Welcome to the July edition of the ChristChurch
Relay magazine.

Scripture Focus for July

PRAYER MINISTRY

1 Timothy 2 - 1 I urge, then,
first of all, that petitions,
prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all
people – 2 for kings and all
those in authority, that we
may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and
holiness. 3 This is good, and
pleases God our Saviour……
8
Therefore I want the men
everywhere to pray, lifting up
holy hands without anger or
disputing.

A number of people have
expressed interest in being
part of the Prayer Ministry
Team on Sunday morning
communion services. We
are looking at ways to
develop this service to the
body of the church and
take some time together for
training and building up the
team. If you would like to
know more, please contact
Frank Collins for a chat.
Phone 356914 or email
frankenval@yahoo.co.uk

Hello from Graham and Malcolm!
Please remember them in your
prayers. They always welcome visitors
- Graham is in Chirk Court House and
Malcolm is in Emerald House.
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Leader’s Log
Inspiring Leadership
As I write the nation is still seeking to come to terms with the `BREXIT` result of the EU
referendum. Whilst the result did not surprise me, which it obviously has for many
people, what has surprised me is the political turmoil and fallout that has followed.
The leaders of both major parties are under extreme pressure. The Prime Minister is
stepping down, whilst it is very clear that the Labour party has little confidence in its
leader; despite this he refuses to go.
The posturing, positioning and power struggles for succession did not take long to
manifest and it is the nature of great leadership that I wish to focus upon. In the
aftermath of the referendum result however it is also worth noting the ugly and
unwanted rise of xenophobia and nationalism that have surfaced through this process.
But Jesus called them together, and said, “You know that
those who are appointed to rule over the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. But it shall not be so among you. Whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, and whoever
among you would be greatest must be servant of all. For
even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” MARK 10:42-45

There seems to be a general consensus that we live in an age where there is a dirth of
great inspiring leadership and alongside this people, particularly the younger
generations, have a general distrust in authority figures. Despite this, it appears to me
that in the political world they still look for style rather than substance, charisma far
more than character and choose leaders who are media savvy rather than real
statespersons. Our nation, indeed the world itself, is crying out for substance,
character and statesmanship in its rulers. Jesus outlined the nature of truly great
leadership in the passage above – SERVANTHOOD and SACRIFICE. Leaders who will
serve people, at great and even ultimate cost to themselves.

Leadership of this ilk inspires through presence rather than power and lead people to
places, of peace, security and plenty. This being true even where people don`t know,
understand or desire what is best for them.
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Jesus modelled this and reproduced it in those that
followed him. He has done this throughout history
and continues to do it today through the power and
work of the Holy Spirit. History is littered with many
great inspiring leaders who led like Jesus leads.
The world, our nation, is crying out for inspiring
leadership of this type. There has not been, and will
not be, any more inspired leadership than that which
Jesus demonstrated and makes available to those
that follow him.
As the UK braces itself to head in a new direction we
have an important role to play in prayer (1 Timothy
2:1-8), praying into place those who will bring wise
and godly leadership, both locally and nationally.
At the same time as a local church we need to be continually investing in the leaders of
today and tomorrow. In that way the inspiring leadership that Jesus brings can begin
to impact and influence every sphere of society.
May God strengthen and sustain us as we devote
ourselves to these two key tasks and responsibilities.
Love and prayers,
Every Blessing,

GARETH

Encouragement for CCW
At the weekend (18th/19th June) my
daily devotional 'Inspiring Women'
booklet encouraged us to read Psalm 1.
The page was entitled 'Fruit that
blesses' and a poem followed under
the title of 'The Old Apple Tree'.
Having read our June 'Relay' magazine,
I noticed a prophecy was shared (22nd
May 2016) which talks about producing
fruit, so with this in mind I would like
to share this poem to encourage us to
produce fruit - fruit that will last - for
the Lord. (Isaiah 55: 10-11)

THE OLD APPLE TREE
It has stood in the field, in the corner,
For generations of swings and lovers
And things and travellers
Who rest their backs on its bark.
It has spread out its limbs, for seasons,
Of perches of birds and root
Holes of hedgehogs and caterpillars
Who crawl on the dapple of leaves.
And it has given its fruit, so freely,
To hands and to pockets and to
Picnic baskets and bakers of pies
Who serve it hot with cream.
But if it were to speak, or whisper, perhaps,
Of purpose and growth and
Trying to be,
It would shrug its old trunk and simply say
'What's all the fuss? That's me.'
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“Refugees – Crisis or opportunity“
th

OM conference Saturday 18 June, Cabin Lane Church, Oswestry

In the face of the startling statistics that 1 in 120 people in the world are refugees, that
more than one million asylum applications have been made this year and nearly 4,000
people have died in the attempt to come to Europe, and with all the alarming concerns
that we in the West have as a result, we were challenged to think “What does the
kingdom of God look like in this state of flux?”
Two scriptures stand out: Leviticus 19 v 18 “Love your neighbour as yourself” – one of
the two commands considered the basis of God’s ‘royal law’ and Leviticus 19 v 34 “The
alien living with you must be treated as one of your native born. Love him as yourself for
you were aliens in Egypt.”
Although we have allegiance to our country our primary identity is to King Jesus and like
the Israelites before us we too are aliens in this world. So who is our neighbour?
The great commission from Jesus is “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:18- 20
So this influx of ‘all nations’ to our country is God’s great opportunity for the church to
obey this command from Jesus. And his promise is “I am with you always”.
The question was asked. “What has prompted the great number of Iranians, and other
Muslims to turn to Christ and be baptised?“
The Guardian 5/06/16 said this: There are complex factors but three stand out ‘a
heartfelt faith in a new religion, gratitude to Christian groups offering support during
perilous and frightening journeys and the expectation that conversion may aid their
asylum application.’ Those working with asylum seekers are aware of all of these.
Try writing your name with your other hand. How do you feel?
Deskilled, babyish, out of control, lacking ability to do things that were once easy, loss of
identity? –this is how it feels to be in a new country, with a different culture and
language.
We heard and shared about amusing and some disastrous misunderstandings over
differences between cultures!
We practised the warm and tactile ways of greeting that other cultures, far more geared
to collective society and family, use.
We were encouraged not to judge and not be afraid or stereo-type but to listen, learn
and adapt. And to talk to our Muslim and other foreign neighbours!
We heard of one person’s personal struggle to understand and try to fit into our culture.
We heard of, and shared different ways in which the church was responding in outreach
–children’s clubs, in parks, homework clubs, English classes, outings.
And finally, welcoming them in to the church: remembering though, in our individualistic
culture, the importance of family and the home to them. Not everyone will have the
opportunity or gifting to be involved cross culturally but in the church we can be an
extended family to those who do come.
If you would like more information on cross-cultural friendships there is a hand-out
available. Please come and speak to us, Richard and Lucy Fogg

Page 5

ChristChurch Wrexham

Coleg Cambria Chaplaincy Information Evening
We're looking to develop our chaplaincy team, particularly at Deeside, and are holding an
information evening for those who would like to know more about the chaplaincy and how they
might be able to get involved.
When? Wednesday 13 July from 7.30pm to 8.30pm
Where? Deeside Campus (Coleg Cambria), Kelsterton Road, Connah's Quay,
Deeside, Flintshire, CH5 4BR
Please RSVP by sending an email to Ruth Holden on ruth.holden@cambria.ac.uk
If you would like to know more you can email Ruth or phone her on 01978 267655.

Glyndwr Open Day – if you are interested in finding out more about the Glyndwr
Chaplaincy they will be open during the University Open Day on the 20th August
(10am – 2pm). Light refreshments will be provided in the Chaplaincy, this gives you a
chance to drop in and see how the Chaplaincy works and the flow of the University.
If you are interested but cannot make this day please contact Naomi quire,
Chaplaincy Coordinator on 293336 or chaplains@glyndwr.ac.uk

Memories of John Davies by Dorothy
I have known Elizabeth & John Davies and family for many years and
th
it was a great shock to hear of John’s sudden death on the 5 June.
John and the family were part of the CCW congregation at its
beginning in 1995. They had four children (Anna, Sian, Geraint and
David) all now married with families of their own.
John always had problems with his sight, but he was devastated when 11 years ago it
had deteriorated to a point where he had to give up driving and retire early from work.
He felt the loss of independence that driving had given him very deeply, but in typical
John fashion instead of feeling sorry for himself, he got a bus pass, learnt the local bus
times and got on with life!
In similar fashion, finding himself retired in his early 50’s, John looked for other ways to
fill his time. He volunteered for Family Friends and Vision Support. He joined the
Macular Society, setting up and running the local group until only a few months ago.
He was instrumental in setting up View, a Wrexham group for people with visual
impairment. He was also involved with the deaf/blind society and helped out at Bradley
Road Toddler Group where he was greatly loved by the little ones.
Another great love of John’s was his allotment. He spent every spare
hour that he could, working and chatting with his mates. One of his
proudest moments was when he won the cup for the best allotment in
Wrexham over 3 sites!
John enjoyed walking the great outdoors, especially the hills of Wales and couldn’t
understand how people did not believe in a creator God. He loved the colour, scents and
variety of flowers and plants, the power of the sea and the grandeur of the mountains.
John went on a few walks with some of the ChristChurch men, into Scotland or the
lakes. My husband David also went, and both he and John, used to sit together chatting,
whilst Colin and others were playing a very competitive game of Trivial Pursuit!!
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John was a gentle man with quiet strength, kind and generous, always looking out for
others. He loved children and was adored by his 8 grandchildren.
Above all, he was a man with a deep faith in God. When he
was a teenager, he attended a youth event, where he
realised that being a Christian is more than being born into a
Christian home or attending church and he made a decision
to commit the rest of his life to Jesus Christ and follow His
teachings.
The death and resurrection of Jesus meant a lot to him and he firmly believed that when
he died his spirit will live on for ever in the presence of God.
He will be greatly missed by Elizabeth and the rest of the family, so please keep them in
your prayers. To close, one of John’s grandchildren, 8 year old Ruben said to Elizabeth
“I bet Gramps will win the cup for the best allotment in Heaven!”
His memory will live on through his children and grandchildren. God bless you John for
all you did and all the lovely memories you left behind.

FI SUMMER CAMPS
As usual the FI team are planning to run 2 camps this summer aimed at those who
otherwise would not experience time away from home, have fun and also let them hear
about Jesus and how their lives can be transformed.
The camp will be held at the Pensiunea Georgiana, Măguri
Răcătău in Cluj County some 150 kms from Oradea. It looks
like a lovely place as can be seen in these photos. The plan is
to use some tents in the grounds as well as the bedrooms in
the main building. Ligia however has informed us there are
only 2 bathrooms with 6 showers which may prove interesting!

The expectation is that around 50 people will attend the Teenager’s camp between
th
st
August 15 -21 and between 30-35 the Children’s camp between 21st-26th August.
It will cost approximately £35-£40 per person and the Romanian team hope to raise
around 35-40% of the costs. It would be really encouraging to be able to send as many
kids as possible so your help to achieve this would be greatly appreciated as well as
your prayers for the FI team in their planning.
Speak to Campbell if you would like further information.

CCW Short Term Mission Trip - Hungary (GNF) SEPT 2016
I will be returning to Hungary and visiting the Good News Foundation
(GNF) again in September. Like last year this trip will coincide with one
of Russ and Lesley’s visits to the church and charity. Moira (Russ’s PA)
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will again be part of the team and she will focus on Prophetic Art and Creative Ministry
with adults and children. I would very much like to take a small team from
ChristChurch with me again. I would like the team to include minstrels, evangelists and
those with experience in prayer ministry and pastoral work.
The trip will be taking place from Wednesday/Thursday 14/15th to Monday 12th Sept.
Gareth will stay on until the 22/23rd with Russ and Lesley, who will be out in Hungary
for two weeks from 12th till 23rd Sept. The main focus for our team, which I will lead,
will be to work with Gypsies, through street and open air work, in a local village, Izsák.
The GNF has planted a church amongst this Gypsy community and we will again be
working with the pastor, Kori, & his wife Sylvi. It is highly likely we will have some input
into the local school in Orgovány too.
LIKELY ITINERY: Day 1 Travel once there take time to get settled in,
explore the GNF & Orgovány town and then later that day meet the
translators.
Day 2 Briefing meeting with Kori & Sylvi, as well as visiting and
praying around the gypsy village.
Saturday will be ministering in the Izsák church plus working on the
streets, and with families, with translators.
Sunday will be visiting the Orgovány church and then having an
open air service in the gypsy village that afternoon.
Monday will be a de-brief time and travel back to the UK.

Please let me know of any interest in this Missions Trip ASAP as accommodation and
flights will need arranging and booking soon. Help with finance is available, if needed,
through the CCW Short Term Missions budget. Really looking forward to responses and
support. Blessings

GARETH

Rotas…..Boring…… Snore…….
Church is full of rotas and I wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone
involved in organising the rotas at ChristChurch…setting up, leading, speaking,
music group, tea & coffee, junior church, PA and AV…..
As I have to use the rotas to fill in the back of the magazine I see all the rotas and I am aware
that there are quite a few people who are on several rotas. It would be really great if we could
have more people to help with all the different areas of Church. Set up, PA and AV would
benefit from people joining the rotas.
There is one area of church that there isn’t a rota for…putting everything away. I am sending
out a plea for help. It is generally the same people putting church away and they often miss
out on a cuppa and more importantly building relationships over a biscuit. Would you be able
to help move an item of church to the back cupboard – maybe the bibles, the lectern, the
Sunday school boxes or tables…. Any help would be great and maybe
have a chat with the people putting things away while you help!
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ChristChurch Monthly Rotas
rd

3

th

th

10

17

th

24

communion

Offering

communion

st

31

Setting Up

?

Gareth

Richard

Rob

PA

-

Rob,
Adrian

Eth, Colin

Rob,
Adrian

Help
Needed
Rob,
Adrian

IT

Rob G

Rebecca

Rob G

Rob G

Frank

Adam

Huw

Huw

John

Adam

Gareth

Rob G

Andrew &
Elizabeth

Sally E

Sue

Congregatio
nal Meeting

John and
Sally

Martina
and Tony

Campbell,
Glenys,
Myra

Paul, Gill,
Elaine M

tbc

All Age
Celebration

All Age
Celebration

Music
Group
Leader
Celebration
Leader
Speaker

Gareth

Tea

Dorothy,
Mandy,
Angela

LO Helper
Little Ones
Junior
Church 1
Junior
Church 2

Early
Celebration

Russ
Howell
Andrew,
Elizabeth,
Lucy
Katie
Sally

Dorothy

Discovery
Church HCRC

Andrew &
Elizabeth

Liz J

Youth

Bekki

Kev

ACT at ACRC

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church
Leader on 01978 354805, or see
www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham
twitter @ChristChurchWxm

we meet at the following locations
Acton Community Resource Centre
Overton Way
Acton
Wrexham LL12 7LB

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way
Hightown
Wrexham LL13 7YF

Our postal address is
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT

