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Welcome to the February edition of the 
ChristChurch Relay magazine. 

February  

Key Events 

3rd WDP Meeting 
at ACRC 

4th Tearfund Stir 
Up Supper at 

ACRC 

5th Early 
Celebration 
Discovery 

Church, Youth 
MC, The Meeting 

Place - Cefn 

12th Leaders 
Meeting 

15th Leaders 
Huddle and 

Meeting 

16th CICC Event 
in Colwyn Bay 

28th Shrove 
Tuesday  

Scripture Focus for February   
 

Luke 4:18-19 (NIV) 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 

Romans 14:17 (NIV) 17 For the kingdom of God is not a 

matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 

 

 

ChristChurch 

Wrexham 
Newsletter Feb 2017 

If you are looking for Lent resources try the Evang elical Alliance 
http://www.eauk.org/church/resources/resources-for- lent-and-easter.cfm  

Safeguarding training 3 rd Feb – Over the next couple of 
months there will be safeguarding training for all who work 
with Children and Youth. The first one will be 3rd Feb. If you 
can’t make that can you talk to Sue and other sessions will 
be arranged.  

Don’t forget to pray 

for the Cefn Mawr 

MC
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Leader’s Log 

  Primed & Positioned for KINGDOM PURPOSE 
 

God is pouring out His spirit in a new wave of global blessing.  He is breathing afresh on the 

people of God.  This is being experienced, testified to and prophesied right around the 

globe.  The purpose of this is to raise up and equip a generation that can partner and co-

labour with God for the increase of God’s kingdom on a much larger scale.  God is looking 

for a generation that is obsessed and sold out for King Jesus and His Kingdom.  We are 

invited to the party!! 
 

Matthew 6:33 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you.        NKJV 
 

Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing 

out. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.   The Message 
 

So above all, continue to chase after God's kingdom-realm and His righteousness, then all 

these less important things will be given to you abundantly.  Passion Translation 
 

As we seek, dream and desire God`s kingdom above all else He will pour out His spirit in 

increasing measure.  This always leads to pleasure as we enjoy the beauty of His presence 

and deepening intimacy with our perfect heavenly Father.   As much as we enjoy the 

pleasure we must be willing to pass on to others what God blesses us with.  Freely you have 

received, freely give (Matthew 10:8).  As we pass on the blessing it will grow and increase.  

If you want more of God and His Kingdom pass it on and give it away – this is the way to 

steward the life of God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

God often pours out such blessings in the church but they are FOR the world, not just so 

His children can have fun. There is always PURPOSE and the purpose will always find a 

Kingdom outworking.   
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God’s Kingdom is justice, joy and peace in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17) and the purpose 

will be linked to one of the following 5 W’s: 
 

• WORDS stories and teaching that outline kingdom living and values 

• WORKS acts of compassion revealing and releasing God’s heart 

• WONDERS healing, deliverance and miracles as heaven invades earth 

• WARNINGS prophetic challenge linked to Kingdom living and values 

• WARFARE prayer that battles spiritual principalities and powers 
 

We live in days when the Church is being primed for 

a mighty move of God and we must find our 

position, fully aligning ourselves with the part God 

has for us to play, as His purpose is worked out – 

heaven to keep coming in increasing measure on the 

earth.  
 

Let the desire for more of King Jesus and God’s 

kingdom be our deepest and most passionate desire.  

It is what we were made for (original design) and 

why we were rescued and redeemed at such 

enormous expense. 
 

Love and prayers,   
Blessings,  
 
 
 
 

GARETH 

Glyndŵr University Chaplaincy – January Report  – Naomi Squire  
The next few months are looking very exciting at the Chaplaincy! 
 

We have recently received a generous grant for our Interfaith Art project from the Welsh 
Government funded ‘ADOR’ scheme. We will be using it to fund students in the Art and 
Design Department, who we’re asking to prepare artworks reflecting the multi-faith 
nature of today’s society, and the importance of spirituality and belief to us all. The 
winning artworks will be turned into an Art Trail on the Regent St and Plas Coch (main) 
campuses, which will include discussion starters relating to the pieces, in the hope that 
this will encourage staff, students and visitors to think and speak about these important 
issues. The trail should be in place by Easter, and all are welcome to visit.  
 

Another major event will be our debate on ‘Retribution or Rehabilitation’, which will take 
place on 16th February at 1pm.  Wrexham’s new prison, HMP Berwyn, due to open at 
the end of the month, has generated a great deal of discussion locally and nationally 
over its policy of concentrating on rehabilitating prisoners, and keeping conditions as 
humane and as near to normal life as is possible in a prison setting. We have invited a 
panel with a range of views on this issue to take part in the debate – these will include 
Rev Alan Pierce-Jones who is the lead Chaplain at the prison, a representative of the 
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Rev Alan Pierce-Jones who is the lead Chaplain at the prison, a representative of the 
national Restorative Justice Charity ‘Sycamore Tree’, a local magistrate and a university 
lecturer on criminology.  I’m delighted that this event will enable us to bring the 
University and the local community together to talk over such an important issue. Please 
come and join us if you can. 
 

We are also continuing with our Lunchtime Lectures – also open to the public. The next 
one takes place on Thursday 9th February at 12 noon in lecture theatre B in the Library 
block. The speaker will be Mandy Robbins, Professor of the Psychology of Religion, who 
will be talking about studying and psychological health.  
 

Finally, the Chaplaincy is taking a lead role in a project aimed at encouraging the 
University to take care of the mental health of its employees. ‘Time to Change’ is a 
national charity which is encouraging employers to provide training and support around 
common mental health problems, which can often be exacerbated by 
misunderstandings and lack of knowledge of how to support sufferers. We are 
encouraging senior managers to sign the pledge provided by ‘Time to Talk’ to commit 
them to caring for staff in this way. 
 

Points for Prayer 
• Please pray for those making, judging and viewing our artworks that they will be 

challenged to think in a new way about faith and spirituality and their importance to 
all our lives and in what is effectively a secular university. 

• Pray for an interesting and constructive debate on February 16th and for wisdom and 
insight for those on the panel as they answer the questions posed to them. 

• Pray for staff at what is becoming a stressful time for some as they face the 
possibility of job cuts, and for Chaplaincy Staff as they support them. (The majority of 
our requests for 1-2-1 support sessions come from staff not students at the moment.) 

• Please pray for the Chaplaincy Team at a time of change – we are three members 
down at the moment due to people moving on to other jobs, and expecting another 
two to have moved on by the end of the year. We will urgently need replacements – 
please pray that we find the right people. 

 

Thanksgiving 
• We give thanks for the increased interest being shown in the Chaplaincy by senior 

management, and greater recognition of the work we do in the University as a whole. 
• Thank God for the time and support given by our dedicated Volunteer Chaplains – I 

couldn’t do what I do without them! 

Ichthus Leaders Conference 2017  by Andrew Williams  
 

ChristChurch is a linked Ichthus church and as such we send delegates to this 
conference every year. I have always thoroughly enjoyed this conference. For me it is 
always a good time to hear from God, and to get re-energised and gain fresh 
enthusiasm for my role in the leadership team of ChristChurch.  
 

This year Val and Glenys came too. We travelled down together and it was good to chat 
as we drove. The conference is in the Croydon Park Hotel, which is a good venue, but a 
long way from Wrexham! This year we were looking at ‘Authority and Leadership in the 
Church’. The main speaker was Paul Manwaring who, having lived and worked in the 
UK, spent the last 16 years with Bethel in the US. During his time with Bethel he 
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UK, spent the last 16 years with Bethel in the US. During his time with Bethel he 
developed their leadership structure. Paul says, that as a former prison governor, one of 
the most controlling of institutions, it was a total contrast when he was asked to develop 
a leadership structure for Bethel a free and evolving organism. His talks were very 
thought provoking, on such an important topic that I had never heard spoken about in 
this way. His main theme was that leadership has to build and resource the ‘priesthood 
of all believers’ who minster to God at the altar and then minster in the market place 
outside the church doors. We have the talks on USB if anyone else wants to hear them. 
Paul has developed a training programme for training church administrators which Sally 
Griffiths is about to start! All of this with powerful Holy Spirit inspired worship and 
ministry.  
 

Faith Forster led a valuable session on Listening to God: a time of free flowing prophetic 
worship and prophetic words. It was amazing how much God said (even to me. Please 
ask me if you would like some details).  Roger and Faith led further sessions on Pastoral 
Authority. Roger developed leadership principles from Matthew 23, where Jesus speaks 
with passion against the Pharisees. By contrast Christian Church leaders have to ‘live 
what they teach’, in public and in private, pastor the flock, and reject ‘celebrity’ life style.  
Christian authority ministers in God’s love from a place of security in God’s love (one 
Father), through the Spirit (we are not The Teacher but the Holy Spirit is), as we lead 
people into the heavenlies through prayer (one leader).  
 

We finished with (the now traditional) communion. A great way to finish a valuable 
conference. Val and Glenys stayed on for another night in the hotel. I met up with our 
son Nathan and his new flat mate for a meal before driving back home.  

HUNGARY Short Term Mission Trip 
Good News Foundation 23

rd
 -27

th
 March  

PRAYER POINTERS 
Current TEAM 

- Gareth Jones, Alan Knight, Moira Wright (Russ’ PA), Hayley Mcmilllan & Rona.   

- Pray for each member of the team as they prepare for the trip.  

- Team chemistry as new members have joined it. 
 

We are looking to God for BREAKTHROUGH, particularly with health concerns / issues 

or where repeating patterns of difficulty or problem areas keep tripping people up. 
 

Once again, we are really looking forward to the trip and greatly value your prayer 

support. Seeking a deeper work of the Spirit again, in us,  

and those we minister to, particularly for healing & deliverance. 

Blessings, GARETH & THE TEAM 

Ti Church - We had a great first Ti church on 14th January – The topic was money, 
we had about 15 people and started with soup and puzzles on the table. Then there 
were videos, discussion questions and more puzzles – everyone enjoyed it and at least 
one person said “that’s interesting!”  The next one is 11th Feb – Topic  “It’s not fair” 
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My Experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit - By Roy Whitney  
 

Just after Christmas 1960, we moved, in the will of God, from Poynton, Cheshire, my 
birthplace, to Wrexham. We valued fellowship with evangelical believers in Wrexham for 
a number of years, which proved to be a great help in my Christian growth.  
 

However, in 1963 the Elim Pentecostal Church, held a Crusade on the Croft near 
Wrexham town centre, and I went to some of their meetings. At those meetings I 
experienced the presence, and power of God, for first time in my Christian life. 
 

Following the success of the Crusade, a pastor was appointed to lead a Church, which 
met at the Community Centre on Holt Road. The presence of God was there too, and 
eventually we joined.   
 

At that time, my personal experience of the Holy Spirit was minimal. In addition, 
denominational theological differences were very much a mystery. I was a frequent 
visitor to Wrexham Library, which was then in the old building in Queens Square.  It had 
an extensive religious section of books ranging from biographies to theology.   
 

When I became interested in the baptism of the Holy Spirit, any book that was remotely, 
connected to the Baptism in the Holy Spirit became a necessary read for me.  Being 
somewhat theologically naïve, if a book was pro-Baptism in the Holy Spirit, then I was 
definitely for it.  On-the-other-hand, if it was anti-Baptism in the Holy Spirit, then I was 
against it.  In fact, I was like a cork on the theological ocean waves, being tossed to-and-
fro, here and there. 
 

However, one evening I earnestly committed my desire for the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, to the Lord Jesus, and I knew in my spirit that my prayer was answered. That 
same evening we held a fellowship meeting in our home. As the meeting began we were 
all aware of the Holy presence of God, and we all remained silent for some time. During 
the same night, I awakened from sleep, and I experienced the presence of God in three 
distinct waves of awesome spiritual blessing, at the same time being acutely aware of 
my own sinfulness. This was the answer to my prayer the previous evening.  
 

From that time, my Christian life began to change as I was empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, although I didn’t speak in other tongues, but as I had prayed, I was open, and 
willing to do so.  
 

Some years passed by, and I began to understand that the doctrinal positon position of 
our church at that time was Cessationist. They believed that the Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit had ceased on the completion of the Canon of Scripture, 
and are not for today. We were in an Evangelical Fellowship with a Cessationist 
theology. On the other-hand, Pentecostals believe that both the Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit and the gifts of the Holy Spirit accompany the pouring out of the Spirit until Jesus 
returns and are as necessary today as they were in the early church.  
 

Within this mix of opinions, Pat, a Christian friend, who had been in contact with Holy 
Spirit filled believers, called one-lunchtime.  I knew that Pat had a ministry for Doris, and 
I arranged, for Pat and her daughter to visit that evening.  Through the ministry of Pat, 
Doris spoke in other tongues (languages) and she was baptised in the Holy Spirit.  
 

The following Sunday Doris gave her testimony before the Church.  One of the leaders 
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Follow Me by Elaine Mathieson  
He spoke into their hearts and minds: 
 

Leave the comfortable and familiar, the ordinary and humdrum and 
Follow me, 
 

Leave the dodgy, the immoral, the dishonest and the wrong and 
Follow me, 
 

Let me be the first in your heart above all others, worship me alone and 
Follow me, 
 

Battle selfishness and sin every day, endure difficulties and dangers and  
Follow me, 
 

Follow me and you will have the light of life and not walk in darkness, 
Follow me and serve me and my Father in Heaven will honour you, 
Follow me, love and trust me with all your heart, die to yourself and you will have eternal life. 
 

He is speaking still. Will you hear Him? Will you follow Him?  

testified during the service, that the Holy Spirit had spoken to him earlier the same 
morning, giving him the word, “and do not forbid speaking in tongues”, (1 Corinthians 
14:39), a confirmation of Doris’ experience.  I was still seeking! 
 

Sometime following Doris’ experience, I was visiting Gerald, a long-term patient in the 
old War Memorial Hospital. Gerald was in a side ward, so it was convenient for a few of 
us to gather together and pray for him. Christian friends, John & Pauline were with me. 
As I prayed for Gerald, I felt as though I was caught-up in the Spirit. I prayed with my 
mind, and I prayed in the Spirit, in other tongues! It was a very precious experience, but 
I only had one word, or at least it seemed that way. It was a little later when our 
Christian friends prayed for me at home that I came through into a flow of other tongues, 
really another language that I had never learned. This experience brought me into an 
area of spiritual sensitivity that I had never known. 
 

As I stated in my previous article, all Christian spiritual experience must be rooted in 
Scripture, a subject that I will discuss in the next issue of Relay.   

 

Missional Community Prayer Pointers  
 

ACT - We have had prayer requests from Chatty Craft and answers to prayer. The Chatty 
Craft Christmas meal went well. Our main prayer points at this time are Ti Church, Chatty 
Books and ongoing Chatty Craft 
 

Discovery  - Huddle was going well before Christmas however we were struggling to meet 
regularly. We are currently looking at date options within the month that suits everyone. Our 
main prayer points at this time - The new families who joined us at DC last month, pray that 
they come again and continue to come. 
 

Youth  - We have been working on building up the community through social activities. These 
young people don’t usually make their own decisions about coming to church. We want them 
to want to belong. Some have started to bring friends. Some took part in the Carol Service. 
Our main prayer points at this time - We are looking to add a mission focus, To meet more 
often, To look for ‘out’ and ‘up’ 
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A little update on the children’s ministry in ChristChurch. 
We have decided to make a few changes to how the children’s ministry is run on 

Sunday mornings. 
 

There will still be joint worship with the adults, then all the children and leaders will go 

out to the Children and Family Centre to have some time together. Here there will be 

an opportunity for sung worship/prayer/hearing from God so the children can use their 

gifts (with their own instruments etc.) 
 

The older ones (10-14years) will then have a group time on their own using the 

Scripture Union resource ‘The Grid’ 
 

The crèche (0-3 years) will stay in with Miniquest (3-5 Years) and Megaquest (6-

10years) for a bible story and age related activities based loosely on a Scripture Union 

resource called Mosaic. 
 

This new approach has come about as we are seeking to establish an environment 

where adults (leaders) and children are hearing from God as well as using the Bible 

together to grow in faith and our walk with God. We are excited about this as we move 

away from a more teaching style to being open with hearts, and ears, to what God is 

saying to each of us, whatever our age. 
 

Please pray for all involved in this and feel free to come and take part if you would like. 

Once again a BIG thank you to all those that help week by week, may you be 

abundantly blessed as you see the children being blessed.                Jean Jones 

What a beautiful Name  
– Brooke Ligertwood & Ben Fielding; Hillsong Worshi p 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5L6QlAH3L4 – lyric video 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5GbDeQvYKU – Brooke Ligertwood explaining 
what the song is about 
 

Firstly apologies – three months ago, I promised an article every month… and here is 
my second, time flies over the Christmas period!! By now all of you are hopefully familiar 
with the song I said I would review next, a Christmas linked song – His Name shall be, 
by Matt Redman – so I thought I would review another song instead. 
 

What a beautiful Name, is a song on the latest album release by Hillsong Worship, Let 
there be light. It was written upon reflection on the second half of Colossians 1 and the 
writer, Brooke Ligertwood, explains this more in the second video I have linked you to 
above. 
 

The song gives glory to the name of Jesus and really declares that He is the Name 
above all names and there is no power in the universe that can equal the name of 
Jesus. The first verse talks about the glory of creation being revealed through Jesus and 
the second verse talks about how Jesus came to restore our relationship with God, but 
the highlight for me is the declaration within the bridge: 
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Baptism - If you are thinking 

about being baptised the leaders 

are thinking about planning a 

baptism event at Easter  

 

 

Please pray for HMP Berwyn which 

opens at the end of February – 

Chaplain Rev Alan Pierce Jones and 

Governor Russ Trent  
 

A Small Powerful Thing by Mary Birch  

James ch3 v12 ff 
 

We can't speak without it 

this small mouth organ. 

James' strong letter warns us- 

"If you follow Jesus 

bridle well your tongue. 

Taming a tiger is easy 

compared with taming your own tongue." 
 

I Praise and glorify my Saviour. 

With my next breath I criticise 

a brother or a sister's effort 

when they are doing their best. 

How must my holy God despise 

such unChristlike behaviour ! 

Lord,I truly pray 

" Be in my speaking 

each and every day."   

Death could not hold You, The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 

The heavens are roaring, The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 

You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 

Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 

 

Hallelujah! How uplifting! How much joy it gives us to sing that our God has no rival, no 
equal. That not even death could hold Him!  
 

As the song progresses, the words of the chorus change. We start off singing about the 
beautiful name of Jesus, then we sing about the wonderful name of Jesus. We finish the 
song, after that rousing bridge, by declaring that the name of Jesus is powerful and 
nothing can stand against it. 
 

Musically the song is quite simple, I found the melody easy to pick up, and the chorus 
and bridge can get stuck in your head quite easily. 
 

I do recommend you have a listen to this, and the rest of the album, Let there be Light. 
Other songs which I have enjoyed listening to include: Behold; Love so great; Look to 
the Son; I will boast in Christ; and the title track Let there be Light. 
 

Do let me know what you think, and if you have any songs which have blessed you 
recently, do send them to me. I hope it is not three months before my next contribution!! 
God bless. John Ellinson   
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 5th  12th  19th  26th  
  communion Offering communion 

Setting Up Sue Gareth Richard Rob 

PA - Eth, Colin Eth, Colin Eth, Colin 

IT Frank Rob ? Gareth 

Music Group  Elizabeth Colin John Adam 

Celebration 
Leader Sue Lesley John & Sally Rob  

Speaker Sue Gareth John & Sally Rhys 

PMT Ffion & 
John Alan & Sue Paul &Gill Ffion & John 

Tea 
Dorothy, 

Myra, 
Charlie 

Andrew, 
Elizabeth, 

Mandy 

John, Ffion, 
Elaine 

Paul, Gill, 
Mo  

Crèche  ?   Gill 

Mega Quest 
and Mini 

Quest 
 

Jean, 
Marilyn, 

Sally 
 

Andrew, 
Elizabeth, 

Sarah 

Junior  
Church 2  Bekki  Katy 

ChristChurch Monthly Rotas 

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church 
Leader on 01978 354805, or see  
 

www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk 
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham 
twitter @ChristChurchWxm 

 

we meet at the following locations 

 

 
 
 

Our postal address is  
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT  

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way  

Hightown 
Wrexham LL13 7YF 

Acton Community Resource Centre 
Overton Way 

Acton 
Wrexham LL12 7LB  

No Junior 

Church  

 

All Age 

Explore 

Together  

 


