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4th Early
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Cefn Mawr

ChristChurch Wrexham

Newsletter June 2017

Relay

11th Russ Howell
at CCW
Leaders Meeting
th

13 MtW
Information
Evening
th

15 Leaders
Huddle and
Meeting
17th Geoff & Mary
Baptism
Spirituality Fair
18th Father’s Day
th

20 MtW
Discipleship
Training
24th/25th Feeding
the Roofless
29th School party
arrive from
Hungary

Welcome to the June edition of the ChristChurch
Relay magazine.

Scripture Focus for June
Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. And there
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each one of them.
Acts 11:15
"And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them
just as He did upon us at the beginning.
Joel 2:28-32
"It will come about after this That I will pour out My
Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will
prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young
men will see visions. "Even on the male and female
servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. "I will
display wonders in the sky and on the earth, Blood, fire
and columns of smoke.
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Leader’s Log
A Miraculous Catch – Mission to Wales with the Turning Team
I am so excited about the July mission as Jesus invites us to launch out into the deep
with him and cast our nets on the other side. I am truly convinced a miraculous catch
awaits!!
LUKE 5:4-7
When he finished teaching, he said to Simon,
“Push out into deep water and let your nets out
for a catch.” Simon said, “Master, we’ve been
fishing hard all night and haven’t caught even a
minnow. But if you say so, I’ll let out the nets.” It
was no sooner said than done—a huge haul of
fish, straining the nets past capacity. They waved
to their partners in the other boat to come help
them. They filled both boats, nearly swamping
them with the catch.
In this year of breakthrough this is OUR opportunity for breakthrough in evangelism.
Like the fisherman, who became disciples, we have been fishing for a long time with
little reward. Like them we must trust Jesus and in accepting the invitation rise to the
challenge it will bring.
We need to partner, as the two fishing boats did, if we are to land the catch. This
means partnerships within ChristChurch and partnership across the churches. Here I’m
so thankful for the unity we experience as a church and also for that we are blessed
with across the Wrexham churches (Ps 133). Unity is always a source of rich blessing.

To land this catch we will need many tight knots in our net – strong and close
relationships. Good knots tighten under pressure and will mean a larger catch. We will
need a variety of differing roles and responsibilities, which means there is an important
part for us all to play.
• People to do evangelism on the streets (ideally 10 or more from CCW)
• Worship leaders to help us soak daily in God’s presence prior to being sent out
• People trained in ‘1 to 1 follow up’ to help respondents start the discipleship journey
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• People praying daily prior to, during, and after the Mission
• People willing to form an ecumenical team who will do this evangelistic work regularly

The more hands we put to the net the larger the catch will be. It will require effort and
commitment from each of us and there will be a cost. The fishermen were tired and
despondent after a fruitless night’s work yet they didn’t let this stop them. They were
obedient to Jesus’ word and obedience always brings reward.
Let’s do our utmost to clear our diaries during the Mission
(6th -15th July) so that we can be involved as much as possible.
PLEASE join me in this ongoing prayer:
Father, prepare each one of us for the part we must play in bringing in this catch for
you. Send us in the power of your Spirit, to be your witnesses in Wrexham, to bring the
gospel to the people of this town. In this process may Jesus be greatly glorified and
many find entry into the kingdom of God.
I’m so looking forward to hauling in the net with you. Together with Jesus we can land
a miraculous catch.

Love and prayers,
Blessings,

GARETH

Hungary Visit - Provisional itinerary
Thurs 29th Travel from Orgovany to Liverpool, Liverpool City tour &
Settle in to Wrexham base. Evening Welcome meal
Fri 30th School visit to Rhosnesni High School. Afternoon School Trip (probably Rock
Climbing). Social night with ChristChurch youth
Sat 1st Day out in Llangollen (canal, river, park, hill) Evening BBQ at Gareth’s
Sun 2nd Beach visit with ChristChurch Youth. AfternoonVisit to Chester: City Walls
Walk / Shopping. Evening Meal Together
Mon 3rd School visit to St Joseph’s High School. Evening Farewell Meal Together
Sun 4th Travel back to Orgovany
Don’t forget to you can still contribute towards the cost of accommodation and food.
Please write Hungary school visit on your envelope. Thank you
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Twelve out of twelve for Susannah Collins!
On May 21st Susannah completed her marathon challenge of running 12 marathons in
12 months! Having overcome an ankle injury and chest infections she completed the
Worcester Marathon to round off the dozen and although she could hardly speak for 5
minutes at the end she was still able to walk (just) and it is a miracle that she has
completed this challenge. A repeat appearance on BBC Radio Worcestershire beckons
but please remember why she was doing this and sponsor her via
https://my.give.net/12in12challenge

SUMMER CAMPS 2017
The summer will soon be upon us and the FI camps are booked
for July in Sinteu, County Bihor, where the camp was last held in
2013. The teenagers’ camp is on July 15th – 22nd and the younger
children’s camp on July 22nd – 27th. It will cost approximately £30 per place so please
consider if you could support sending a disadvantaged young person to one of these
life changing events. Please write FI Camps on your envelope. Thank you

What have the team been up to recently?
The children’s club has been very active here is a flavour from the most recent report
from Christina and Nelu. “In March we celebrated Mother's Day, so we made together
with the children a little painting with a poem in it. The children were happy to work on
the little present, which they have gladly given to their mothers. We also had a week
when we watched an educative movie (“Little Stuart”) and we will watch the sequel
next month. Here the children find relaxation and happiness, we try to teach them nice
things as respect for other, encouraging, appreciation, love, honesty, perseverance and
faith in God! The stories, songs, lessons, movies and games all have a theme from
which they can learn essential things for their lives, which models their character,
remembering even after years about them! The youth meetings are getting more
efficient, we see that they are calmer and (more) responsible after each meeting.
Themes like relationships with parents, carefully chosen words, the power of
enthusiasm, etc. makes them more curious and engaged, as a consequence of that no
one is missing from the meetings. In April we had a special guest, Dan, who used to be
an alcoholic, who now has met God and his life is totally changed. He was determined
to talk to them and answer their questions. We had a separate meeting with the boys
this month at the billiards! The guys felt fantastic and we decided to have more
separate meetings because we see that they are beneficial.
The after school programme is going well, we introduced some new children, as we
decided that the children who want to learn and want to change their grades for the
better should stay. This month we had another volunteer meeting to encourage and
appreciate them. We are really happy with them and proud that we can count on
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appreciate them. We are really happy with them and proud we can count on them.
Nelu is finished with physical therapy, he feels a lot better! He
does not need another operation, the doctor said it is not
needed, but he is not allowed to make sudden moves, because
then that operation will be necessary. Pray together with us for
his health over all our lives and success in our work. Be blessed!
In June there will also be a collaborative event between FI and people from Nelu and
Christina’s Church with Kidz Romania a Christian group from Bucharest. They have a lot
of teaching material for children which should be really beneficial for the Children’s
Club.
Tomi has also been busy and here is a snippet from his most recent report and his
collaboration with AA. Please excuse his English but the message is clear enough!
“I participated in the Meeting of National Services of Anonymous Alcoholics from
Romania held at Danes, Mures County during 11-12 March. The management of GSO
Romania and the representatives of the four regions of the country were there (I
represented Oradea, Bihor county – Transylvania). The program was very full, I made
new relationships with colleagues from all over the country and attended all the
organized meetings. These tackled many issues, there have been votes on some
decisions, including the organization of an AA National Conference at the end of May
(where I will definitely go). At some point my name was mentioned in order to be
elected as trustee in AA organization, however the elections have been postponed until
the Conference. Anyway, I think that I could not assume any engagements, even if
honorifically, until I finish my PhD studies.
We (FI) are full members registered both as group for dependents (contact person
Tomi) as well as group of co-dependents/ AlAnon (contact person Cristi). We are
behind only with a minimum membership fee … I will take measures until Conference.
I also gave some presents on behalf of FI/AA Oradea for GSO, five small panels with
themes, similar to what we have at FI and they were really glad to receive them. Two
special quests from Belgium have been present, they are AA active members. They
gave us some organizational advices from their experience (one of them has been a
member in staff AA Belgium for 4 years – he has been abstinent for 24 years).
Please remember the FI team in your prayers not forgetting Susannah!
Missional Communities and Small Group Flyers.
There are flyers for the missional communities and some small groups on the
information table at the back of church and also they are on the ChristChurch website.
Please share with those who may be interested.
http://christchurchwrexham.org.uk/the-church/missional-communities/
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Mission to Wales - Local Church summary
How it works: The structure
• 5 local churches
• 10 people from each church become the Mission Team.
• 5 churches x groups of 10 = Mission Team of 50 for a town or city.
• Mission Team needs a Mission Team Leader & a Mission Follow-up Coordinator.
• Plus each local church team of 10 need a group leader & church follow-up
coordinator.
• Future: Out of the Mission Team of 50 each location needs to create a committed
team of 8-12 people prepared to organise future mission, July 2017 – Oct 2018.
• Each church continues mission days after July 2017 to its own rhythm.
How it works: The July Mission
• Thurs 6 & Fri 7 July 10am - 2pm the Mission Teams of 50 all train together at their
regional Hub
• Fri 7 July evening all-age worship & prayer for Mission Teams and church members
joining the mission.
• Sat 8 July Mission Team lead the mission on the street & help to train church
members on the streets
• Sun 9 July worship & prayer of Mission Teams & church members with testimony
from the streets
• Mon 10 – Sat 15 July: Local mission led by Mission Teams. Centrally, then locally.

The Holy Spirit by Mary Birch
Acts 1 v.4.....(Jesus said)..".Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for
the gift my Father promised."
Pentecost
Power came like a "tidal wave" flooding each heart and mind.
Fiery tongues hovered o’er each head.
God's Breath came like a "rushing wind".
Believers spoke as the Spirit led
in a language unlearnt before.
The Holy Spirit's Power was visible.
His awesome presence tangible
Whenever we hear thunder
and lighting fills the skies
Pentecost should come to us,
filling our souls with wonder.

Please remember to
pray for Ali, she has
arrived in Myanmar and
is now settling in.
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WORSHIP AND THE VISUAL ARTS : Paul Day
I was sharing with someone recently that my first career choice was to be an interior
designer – that’s why I did A Level Art and Architecture and went to Art College
when I left school. However, during my year-long Foundation Course I believed God
was calling me into the ministry and I followed a very different path. Yet I have spent
much of my life redesigning the interiors of other people’s lives, bringing healing and
wholeness in Jesus’ name, transforming people’s self-image or thinking, helping
others to discover their God-given calling, and so on.
I’m sharing this with you now, to establish my “credentials” as an advocate for the
arts, and especially for the use of the visual arts in our worship of God, and to help
us hear His voice in new ways.
We use music as an aid to praising God and would find it odd if we didn’t. We are
open to poetry in prophetic words or when we have an Explore Together and
someone shares a poem they’ve written. We enjoy seeing what the children have
painted or modelled with play-doh or junk on these occasions. In the same way, we
should encourage and expect the use of painting, drawing, film-making, cartoons,
visual PowerPoint presentations, banner-making, COLOUR!! to help us to bring our
sacrifice of praise. The visual arts can also be used prophetically: if you’ve ever
seen a video of worship at Bethel Church in California you may have noticed that
there are usually 3 people in front of easels painting pictures. You’ve probably seen
the dancers there as well – another artistic expression we may enjoy our children
doing but not expect of an adult member.
Years ago, as we embarked on the transformation of a ghastly church interior, the
Lord led me to study the making of the Tabernacle or Tent of Meeting that would be
the place of encounter between God and His people as they journeyed from slavery
to their Promised Land. In Exodus 35: 30 -35 it says:
Moses said to the Israelites, “The LORD has chosen Bezalel… God has filled him
with his Spirit and given him skill, ability, and understanding for every kind of
artistic work, for planning skilful designs and working them in gold, silver, and
bronze; for cutting jewels to be set; for carving wood; and for every other kind of
artistic work. The LORD has given to him and to Oholiab… the ability to teach
their crafts to others. He has given them skill in all kinds of work done by
engravers, designers, and weavers of fine linen; blue, purple, and red wool; and
other cloth. They are able to do all kinds of work and are skilful designers.
Artistry and design are SPIRIT-GIFTED and in Moses’ day to be used for the glory
of God. The Tent of Meeting was to be a place of beauty and the designs were
intended to enhance the experience of entering the presence of God. In the church
of today, it can feel like we’ve forgotten that if God is the Creator then He is a
CREATIVE person! And He made us in HIS image as creatives too.
We have several artistically talented people in our church, so let’s encourage them
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to use their gifts for God’s glory during Celebrations, or to share something they’ve
created recently that they believe is for us all. And like Bezalel and Oholiab they
could also train others to use the visual arts to enhance our worship: some
workshop events 2-3 times a year could enable many more of us to discover and
enhance our visual arts skills. Even those of us who aren’t very talented could be
helped to express our worship or God’s Word in visual ways: just as when we
welcome some of the children’s efforts, we shouldn’t worry if what is offered isn’t
very “good” by some arbitrary measure of “good”, as long as it brings us a word
from the Lord, or a reason to praise Him more.
As I’ve thought about this matter, I’ve wondered why we may have a reluctance to
value and use some of the arts. My conclusion is that it is a hangover from the
Puritan days of the Reformation in Britain when not only the idols were toppled but
wall-paintings in churches were whitewashed over, and any statue desecrated. Of
course, these objects were viewed then not only as expressions of wrong beliefs but
also as enticements to idolatry, and it seems that visual art has still got a bad name
in the collective subconscious of our Christian minds. In good evangelical fashion,
we may have unknowingly decided that it’s safer to have nothing to do with the
visual arts, but I believe that God would want us to redeem and reclaim claim them
for His glory – being creative can be a Spirit-gifted means to serving the Lord. It’s
good to see that the latest edition of the Evangelical Alliance’s magazine is
dedicated to the creative arts – perhaps the tide is changing!
One final thought about why we don’t seem to value visual creativity may simply be
because we haven’t been trained to understand it, and in the 20th Century in
particular, painting and sculpture became less accessible to most people - as if the
artists were using a language we can’t even translate! Much of this art was about
the expression of feelings, yet another area we evangelicals are wary of! Maybe we
need “art appreciation” sessions as well as “have-a-go” workshops! It sounds like a
great idea for a Sunday together later in the year: opening worship, some teaching,
a variety of workshops either side of a bring & share lunch, and culminating in an
amazing time of Celebration in which we use as many of the arts as creatively as
we can. (Sounds like I could be talking myself into a job too!)
So… to conclude: if the visual arts are something GOD delights in and Spirit-gifts
some of His people to create, then shouldn’t we do more to explore and encourage
their use in our worship? Let’s begin with a friendly sharing of views – over coffee,
briefly in Celebrations, through the pages of Relay, etc. This may NOT be the most
important issue for us to engage with as a church, but it’s one that could see the
release of higher praise, deeper prophecy, and a stronger experience of our Creator
God!

Congratulations to Art Ellinson for being published nationally
– here is the link to the paper.
http://www.thenetwales.cymru/church-focus-wales/useful-resources/item/541-with-
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Katy, Chloe and Rhianna decorating
cakes
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ACT - TI Church
We had a great Ti church in May where the
topic was “Dare You? People were very brave
and held snakes, millipedes and even a
tarantula!

The cake testers / judges!

The cakes

Our next topic is
“Having a laugh” on
10th June at ACRC
from 12noon for
lunch, laughs and
learning. If you can
think of anyone who may be interested to join
us please invite them and let Sue, Rob or Sally
know. Thanks ACT

An invite to all musicians
We have decided to trial having a musicians & singers get together on Friday evenings.
This would be run at the same time as C2 (7.30-9pm) as we already have the centre
booked for the evening. Where possible we would hope that whoever is leading on the
Sunday is present, possibly with some of the musicians/singers and songs they are
planning on using on the Sunday. The idea is that other musicians/singers can come
along, bring their instrument along, and just join in on the Friday.
We all come with our own song catalogues that we can play. This time will hopefully
help expand the repertoire of songs that we all know, as well as help us arrange pieces
and practise worshipping in the Spirit. As we progress, we can also then build in times
where new musicians/singers can join in on a Sunday morning, and those with gifts for
leading might be identified.
The get togethers are underway and are going well but it would be really great to see
more people joining us. So if you play or sing why don’t you come and join us on a
Friday at ACRC from 7:30-9pm?
For any more information, please email John - ellinson@sky.com

Page 10

ChristChurch Wrexham

ChristChurch Monthly Rotas
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communion

Offering

communion

Setting Up

Sue

Gareth

Richard

Rob

PA

-

Rob, Adrian

Rob, Adrian

Rob, Adrian

IT

Frank

Rob

Rob

Rob

Music Group

Elizabeth

Lesley,
Genni

Huw

Adam

Celebration
Leader

Sue

Gareth

Gareth

Speaker

Gareth

Russ Howell

Gareth

Prayer Team

Frank, Val

Sue, Alan

John, Ffion

Paul, Gill

Tea

Charlie,
Dorothy,
Angela

Andrew,
Elizabeth,
Mandy

John, Ffion,
Elaine

Paul, Gill,
Myra

No Junior
Church

Katia

Val

Sue K

Mega Quest
and Mini
Quest

Sally G,
Andrew,
Elizabeth

Sarah,
Andrew,
Elizabeth

Sally G,
Jean, Lucy?

Junior
Church

Kev

Katy

Bekki

Crèche

Andrew &
Elizabeth
Andrew &
Elizabeth

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church
Leader on 01978 354805, or see
www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham
twitter @ChristChurchWxm

we meet at the following locations
Acton Community Resource Centre
Overton Way
Acton
Wrexham LL12 7LB

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way
Hightown
Wrexham LL13 7YF

Our postal address is
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT

