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Welcome to the July edition of the ChristChurch 
Relay magazine. 

 

ChristChurch 

Wrexham 
Newsletter July 2017 

Scripture Focus for July 
 

John 4:35-38 - 35 Don’t you have a saying, “It’s still 

four months until harvest”? I tell you, open your eyes 

and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even 

now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a 

crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper 

may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying “One sows 

and another reaps” is true. 38 I sent you to reap what 

you have not worked for. Others have done the hard 

work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labour.’ 
 

Psalm  126:5-6 5 Those who sow with tears 

    will reap with songs of joy. 
6 Those who go out weeping, 

    carrying seed to sow, 

will return with songs of joy, 
    carrying sheaves with them. 

July  

Key Events 

2nd Early 
Celebration, 
Discovery 
Church, 

#Sundaze, The 
Meeting Place – 

Cefn Mawr 

4th Hungarian 
School party 
return home 

9th Leaders 
Meeting 

 

16th 
Congregational 

Meeting 
 

20th Leaders 
Huddle  

23rd All Age 
Summer 

Celebration  

30th All Age 
Summer 

Celebration 
followed by 
Shared meal  
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Leader’s Log 

  HARVEST TIME – Mission to Wales with the Turning Team 
 

As we make final preparations for the Mission in just over a week’s time I am so excited 

about what God is going to do.  I have been reflecting on the 3 Mission events I have 

been involved in over the last few months (2 in Wrexham, 1 in Hungary).  During these 

times 13 people have been saved, 5 have made recommitments to Jesus and many 

have been healed.  I have had the privilege of personally leading 4 people to Christ and 

praying for the healing and/or deliverance of many.  Thank you Jesus!!   I can’t recall a 

year like this in all my time as a Christian (31 years this Sept).   Having said all that I 

believe this Mission is going to take things to another level still – Come on Jesus!!      
                   

John 4:35-38 

Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes 

the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look 

at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  
 
And he 

who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, 

that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice 

together.  
 
For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and 

another reaps.’ 
38 

I sent you to reap that for which you have 

not laboured; others have laboured, and you have entered 

into their labours.”  
 

In this year of breakthrough the harvest is truly ripe.  This really is OUR opportunity for 

breakthrough in evangelism.  Like Jesus advises we must lift up our eyes to see.   The 

invitation is there; will we rise to the challenge it brings? 
 

THE ATMOSPHERE HAS SHIFTED, THE LANDSCAPE IS CHANGING. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I was fruit picking last Saturday morning and I believe the Lord showed me a valuable 

lesson. We started off expectantly, eager to find and pluck ripe raspberries.  Every 

bunch of fruit got explored and tugged excitedly.  However it was to no avail as the first 

field we entered was not ready for harvesting.  We fared much better in the second 

field and it wasn’t long before we were regularly plucking ripe fruit.  It was here that 

we realised that with patience & perseverance you could spot the ripe raspberries by 
their colour and they willingly yielded to the slightest of tugs.    LESSON:  
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their colour and they willingly yielded to the slightest of tugs.    LESSON:  Expectation, 

combined with patience & perseverance reaps a rich harvest.   
 

Dear Lord of the Harvest, we ask You to send 

labourers into the fields of Wrexham. In our streets let 

Your Word be preached, call and anoint fishers of 

men.  Even in the most difficult places we pray the 

nets would be let down and be filled with a new, 

abundant, spiritual harvest in these days.   We pray 

for the nets of salvation to overflow with decisions for 

Christ in our homes, our churches, our schools, our 

prison, our streets, our town and borough.  We pray 

 that faith, revelation, and repentance will be given to all who hear their message and 

that salvation in the name of Jesus will be settled in the souls of men and women right 

across this town and region.  In the name of Father, Son & Holy Spirit, AMEN. 
 

I’m so looking forward to sowing the GOOD seed and reaping a RICH Harvest with you.   
 

Love and prayers,   
Blessings,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARETH 

Don’t forget to pray for our local 

politicians - 2 Timothy 1:7 

MP – Ian Lucas,  

AM – Lesley Griffiths and  

Leader of the council – Mark Pritchard  

 

Missional Communities and Small G roup  Flyers .  
 

There are flyers for the missional communities and some 
small groups on the information table at the back of church 
and also they are on the ChristChurch website. Please 
share with those who may be interested.  
 

http://christchurchwrexham.org.uk/the-church/missional-communities/ 
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Update from monthly June offering  – during the monthly offering ChristChurch 
collected money for FI Camps £733, the Hungarian visit £761 and UK Camps £213 
 

The Leaders also agreed to use the Barnabas Fund to send a donation of £150 to 
both New Wine Cymru & The Bible Society to contribute towards Mission to Wales.  

Big Thank You - A big "Thank you" to all of you who 

made our Baptismal Day so special. Thank you for your support 

and gifts and flowers. The Lord smiled on us and gave us a hot 

day so that the sprinkler and buckets of water were welcome! 

We are blessed with our family and ChristChurch family and 

thankful to end our days 

on earth in this place. 

Love and blessings,  

Geoff and Mary 

 

Let there be light – Hillsong         John Ellinson  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7JsK50NGaA  
 

I was listening to this album, and the song of the same title, in the car on the way to work today 

(20/06). I’ve enjoyed listening to it before, however it took on more meaning this time, as the 

Holy Spirit was prompting something in me. It’s great when that happens, songs pop up that 

you’ve never noticed before, because now is the season for them. 
 

We are building towards Mission Wales in Wrexham. It’s a hugely exciting time, the potential 

for new Christians to come into relationship with Jesus is always exciting. Sally has been feeding 

back from the information events during June, and as a family we have decided that we will 

pray for the event at meal times. I understand that worship and prayer are very key to the 

mission and I feel that this song could be used as our anthem for the week.  
 

The words are both a proclamation that God lives and works in us i.e. that we want His light to 

shine through us; but also, that His light is powerful and shines into the darkness of people’s 

lives, causing revelation and breakthrough.  
 

I want to encourage you, if you are going out on the streets, or if you are offering prayer 

support. Use this song and lyrics to call on the Holy Spirit to shine through the Christians that 

are serving God and extending His Kingdom, that He would prompt them to speak to the people 

who need the love of God in their lives. That he would give them the right words to say to speak 

into their lives. Call on the Holy Spirit to use the Good News of Jesus to break through the walls 

of darkness in people’s lives, that they might see the love of Jesus, and that they might choose 

to have relationship with Him, for the rest of their lives. 
 

Lyrics by: Michael Guy Chislett / Matt Crocker / Joel Houston / Scott Ligertwood / B Ligertwood 
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V1:      There's no darkness in Your eyes 
There's no question in Your mind 
God Almighty 
God of mercy 
 

There's no hiding from Your face 
There's no striving in Your grace 
God of mercy 
God Almighty 

 

Chorus: Let there be light 
Open the eyes of the blind 
Purify our hearts in Your fire 
Breathe in us we pray 
Jesus have Your way 

 

V2: There's no borders in Your love 
No division in Your heart 
God of Heaven 
God of freedom 

 

There's no taking back the cross 
No regret in what it cost 
God of freedom 
God of Heaven 
 

Chorus: Let there be light 
Open the eyes of the blind 
Purify our hearts in Your fire 
Breathe in us we pray 

 

Let there be light 
Open our eyes to Your heart 
Desperate just to know who You are 
Shine in us we pray 
Jesus have Your way 

Bridge:  Good news embracing the poor 
Comfort for all those who mourn 
For the broken hearted 
We sing louder 

 

Release from prison and shame 
Oppression turning to praise 
For every captive 
Sing louder 

 

Restoring sight to the blind 
Breaking the curse of the night 
For all in darkness 
Sing louder 

 

Proclaiming freedom for all 
This is the day of the Lord 
Beauty for ashes 

 

Chorus:  Let there be light 
Open the eyes of the blind 
Purify our hearts in Your fire 
Breathe in us we pray 

 

Jesus 
Let there be light 
Open our eyes to Your heart 
Desperate just to know who You are 
Shine in us we pray 
Jesus have Your way 

 

V3: Let the light that shines above 
 Become the light that shines in us 
 There's no darkness in Your way 
 So have Your way 
 Lord have Your way 
 

A pilgrimage in 2017  Focused on Acts 13 & 14 Frank Collins June 2017 
 

‘Through the night of doubt and sorrow, onward goes the pilgrim band. 
Singing songs of expectation, marching to the Promised Land’. Bernhardt Ingeman 19th 
cent words – to the tune of Z cars! 20th cent  
 

Rev Richard Sharples led his final Wrexham pilgrimage in June from Englesea Brook in 
Staffordshire on day 1 to overnight at the former Elim Bible College in Nantwich and on 
to Whitchurch for day 2.  I joined the happy band of 20 aged from 20 something to 70 
something for the day 3 walk of 16 miles to Bangor on Dee, and for the final 7 miles on 
Saturday to HMP Berwyn, St Marks and Caia Park. 
 

A synopsis of the journey –  Englesea Brook is the final resting place of Hugh Bourne, 
a tireless Methodist evangelist across the North West who established a work that grew 
to have 8,000 preachers, 100,000 members and 140,000 Sunday scholars. Richard 
says ‘expelled from Wesleyan Methodism in its hunger for respectability, the Primitives 
[Methodists] simply got on with the job of sharing the Grace of God which they could not 
keep to themselves’.  [Now that’s a prophetic word ] 
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Acts 13 showed that the people of Pisidian Antioch were open to the Good News of 
Jesus and the itinerants were invited back for more.  Richard again comments that ‘the 
blessing of pilgrims is a double blessing, in both the giving and in the receiving’. I 
wonder what the Tesco customers and those in the bus queue in Whitchurch thought of 
this odd bunch of walkers praying and singing ‘There is a Redeemer’. Nine miles later 
afternoon tea at Tallan Green was a veritable Methodist feast, rapidly devoured in locust 
fashion as we ate, drank, prayed and walked on.  
 

Acts 13 also tells of ‘the women of high standing and the leading men’ who fumed 
against Paul and Barnabas because they felt  threatened by this Good News. All this on 
the day the election results were announced.  
 

Our final day saw us gathering outside HMP on the roundabout to pray and a brief snack 
stop en-route to St Marks for a ‘Proper’ time of feasting on prayer and praise around the 
estate.  
 

How do I feel about it? A pilgrimage to me is about making a journey with a spiritual 
rationale, to be made either alone or with others who I may or may not know.  At its base 
there is an element to walking which enables us to take in the surrounding countryside 
and enjoy the company of fellow travellers. We were inspired by the history of the route 
we followed and blessed by the hospitality of those folk previously unknown to us. 
 

Why did I do it? I think each of us carries something of ‘the night of doubt and sorrow’ 
with us. I didn’t know what to expect from it , and I don’t think its been fully realised yet.   
What it did was to re-inforce my need for a supportive, sending, committed base that 
can release and give real support that is sacrificial to our calling and visioning. 
 

Spiritually we shared Acts 13 & 14 with this result 
• Paul & Barnabas were set apart in a costly commissioning process, the church losing 

2 of their top leaders in the process [Acts 13 v1-3] – so are we . 
• These 2 shared the Good News to a people hungry and thirsty but didn’t know it 

[Acts 13 v 15 & 48] – so can we. 
• They were not received well by the establishment [Acts 13 v 49] – so are we.  
• They opened a Door of Faith into the Community [Acts 14 v 27] – so did we. 

 

Where am I as a result? 
• I’m still travelling with questions and even occasional doubts. 
• I do have a band of fellow pilgrims. 
• I’m still singing  [but not as well as I used to!] 
• I’m still expecting something, but I don’t quite know what yet. 
• And there is a promised land, but the next stage of the journey? It is still to be 

revealed. 
 

‘May we ever grow in unity & trust and grant that  your spirit may make our churches into 
Colonies of Heaven whose levening of earth is the vision you have set before us , 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’    St Beuno who died 640 AD in Gwynedd. 
 

If you want to read the full story of the pilgrimage  from Richard Sharples, you need to 
go to https://thebrightfield.wordpress.com 
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A view from out East, ‘On the Park’.    
        

It seems a long time since I was last with you at ChristChurch for a Sunday worship 
service, so a quick update of life ‘On the Park’. One of the main reasons for my non-
appearance relates to our progress at St. Marks with our 11am Sunday service which 
we had just commenced when I last wrote in Relay magazine. God has graciously given 
us the nucleus of a congregation for this 11am service, and more recently we have been 
pleased to welcome some ladies who live locally. With 2 services each Sunday at St. 
Margaret’s and 6 services every 4 weeks at St. Marks, please join me in praying for 
Jonathan, Captain Chris, & soon to arrive Rebecca, our new curate, who with lay 
readers & worship leaders serve several quite diver se congregations & welcome 
newcomers. 
 

You may have noticed in the June edition of Relay that I have been busy in the first half 
of 2017 in reaching publication stage of the little booklet, ‘With Respect’ which I have 
written. Those of you who are members of the Evangelical Alliance Wales, may have 
seen the booklet referred to in their emails & webpages recently. The booklet suggests 
what for some may be an ‘inconvenient truth’ in church life, and it tells a story in which 
many of you have played a part. In some ways that story had its genesis in the 
suggestions of a young member of ChristChurch some 20 years ago. 
 

Life on the Park has seen two new primary school buildings occupied over recent 
months, and of course like the rest of the Borough, we have had local elections and the 
general election. Uncertainty has been amplified with WAG announcements about the 
ending of the Communities First initiative which funds many projects on Caia Park. At St. 
Marks we have maintained our weekly FoodBank outlet on Tuesdays and our Holiday 
Hunger Project, which will shortly be gearing up for the Summer holidays. If you would 
like to volunteer for one or two morning food prepa ration sessions at St. Marks 
this summer, do contact me.   
 

Our Kid’s Club is a popular event each Monday afternoon after school, where Captain 
Chris and Rhi Lawton are leaders and at which children learn Bible stories via Veggie 
Tales. At the other end of the Park I’ve noticed on Queensway an academy of Dance 
and Performing Arts has just opened – I wonder whether local children from Caia Park 
might be able to benefit? 
 

At St Marks we continue our developing rhythm of community outreach & service, 
prayer, Bible studies and worship. At Pentecost this year we were hugely encouraged 
that local Pilgrims walked some 50 miles to reach HMP Berwyn & Caia Park to pray and 
witness here. Also at Pentecost I was led to think again of Jesus words: ‘the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.’ I’m always impressed at St. Marks that 
when the Gospel is read, the congregation stands up – not a bad discipline. And so is 
this – that if the Holy Spirit is our teacher – we must be disciplined and creative in our 
willingness to learn by the renewal of our minds – as disciplined as we would be in 
school, or studying for an exam? Please pray that the church on the Park continues 
to be disciplined and prayerfully creative in its l earning how to reach out, & united 
and respectful in our pilgrim ‘Walking in the Spiri t’. Art Ellinson         
 www.facebook.com/StMarkOnThePark 
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 2nd  9th  16th  23rd  30th  
  communion Offering communion  

Setting Up Sue Gareth Richard Rob ? 

PA - Eth, Colin Rob, 
Adrian Eth, Colin Rob, 

Adrian 

IT Rob Rob ? Rob ? 

Music Group  Elizabeth Colin John Adam John  

Celebration 
Leader Sue Rob Gareth Lynsey, 

Katy  Gareth 

Speaker Gareth Gareth Rob G Lynsey, 
Katy  Gareth 

Prayer Team Elaine Sue, Alan Ffion, 
John Paul, Gill Frank, Val, 

Elaine 

Tea 
Marilyn, 
Charlie, 

Lucy 

Andrew, 
Elizabeth, 

Angela 

Campbell, 
Glenys, 
Mandy 

John, 
Ffion, 
Elaine 

Paul, Gill, 
Dorothy 

Crèche  Lynsey Dorothy   

Mega Quest 
and Mini 

Quest 
 

Sally G, 
Andrew, 
Elizabeth 

Jean, 
Sally E   

Junior  
Church  Kev Bekki   

ChristChurch Monthly Rotas 

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church 
Leader on 01978 354805, or see  
 

www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk 
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham 
twitter @ChristChurchWxm 

 

we meet at the following locations 

 

 
 
 

Our postal address is  
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT  

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way  

Hightown 
Wrexham LL13 7YF 

Acton Community Resource Centre 
Overton Way 

Acton 
Wrexham LL12 7LB  

No Junior 

Church  

 

No Junior 

Church  

 

No Junior 

Church  

 


