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ChristChurch
Wrexham
Key Events
1st Early
Celebration,
Discovery
Church, The
Meeting Place –
Cefn Mawr,
#Sundaze, Walk
this Way

ChristChurch Wrexham

Newsletter Oct 2017

Relay

5th–8th Leaders’
Retreat
12th CTW Meeting
13th Quiz at
HCRC
15th Pulpit
Exchange
24th Healing Café
at The Diner
26th Leaders’
Huddle and
Meeting
27th & 28th
Leaders’
Community of
Practice Training
29th Explore
Together,
followed by
shared meal

Welcome to the October edition of the
ChristChurch Relay magazine.
Scripture Focus for October Isaiah 52:7-10
7 How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
‘Your God reigns!’
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
9 Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.
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Leader’s Log
A Change in Pace & Rhythm
September is a month that sees us move from the slow pace of summer into
another gear, and then up through the gears, as we head into what is the
busiest season of the year; Advent into Christmas. I have always found it
strange how the seasons, and school terms, affect church life but the reality is
that these things dictate and define modern life and therefore church activities
too. So as we enter this season with old rhythms and patterns returning,
alongside new ones emerging, we all need to change gear and concentrate our
focus. This can be incredibly challenging as we seek to respond to the many
and varied opportunities that abound but there is good news for us.
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on
religion? Come to me. Get away with me and
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to
take a real rest. Walk with me and work with
me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced
rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy
or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me
and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
Matthew 11:28-30

The great news for us as followers of Jesus is that he promises we can find real
rest as we walk and work with him.
Rest in the midst of work and activity – wow what a wonderful blessing. That`s
because Jesus, like the mature ox from the agricultural picture he uses, is an
expert at setting the pace so that we can achieve all that is needed in the day,
and season. We need to align with Him, adjust our step to His and follow his
lead; to step into that grace where there is such freedom.
Easily said but it can be tricky to do. We all face so many demands on our time,
all competing for our attention. What might help is to realise that we have an
internal as well as an external pace. I can be busy externally but unhurried
internally. Of, course that could be the other way round, hassled internally and
at ease externally. The secret, and key, of course is to be aware of both and
make sure they are not both running in the red zone. We, like machines are not
meant to be pushed at our maximum for prolonged periods. It is manageable in
the short term but damaging, perhaps even deadly, in the long term.
When we keep a good balance, rightly aligned and in step
with Jesus we find that true rest. Here slow can be fast and
less can be more!! Time can be maximised, even
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even elongated, as we allow Jesus to set the
pace and rhythm of our days. We will find the
necessary strength, stamina and speed to
achieve all He is asking, and calling us, to do.
KNOWING the difference between Jesus’ call
and life’s demands makes all the difference.
Giving ourselves fully to the One helps us to get
on with the others!!
So as familiar rhythms return, or new ones emerge, and invariably the pace, of
church and life in general increases, let’s stay close to our pacesetter and be
aware of our own internal and external gauges.
Love and prayers,

Blessings,

GARETH
But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things
shall be added to you.
“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.
NKJVLuke 12:31-32

Following 2 powerful soaking Celebrations the Mission Days took place on Sat 16th &
Mon 18th September. In only 2 hours of Evangelism sending out 14 people on Saturday
& 12 people on Monday we have seen 15 people respond to Christ with a prayer of
Salvation. 2 healings took place on the streets as well. Of those 15 respondents 10
provided follow up details. They will now be invited to a follow up meal & into the
follow up process with SIX by the person who prayed with them on the streets.
This follows on from the Spirituality Fair the week before where 3 people gave their
lives to Christ & another 2 people experienced healing through prayer. Overall across
the 2 weekends, 18 Salvations & 4 healings in 4 hours of Kingdom work.
The atmosphere has shifted; the landscape has changed, & is changing fast, as these
responses in only a few hours are what we might have expected through a 7-10 day
major tent crusade 10 years ago. We need to keep partnering with His presence & the
power of the Spirit in our Kingdom endeavours.
Healing Café’s will take place in Oct & Nov & our next round of evangelism will be at
the beginning of Dec. Hope you can join us.
Steep yourself in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. You’ll find all
your everyday human concerns will be met. Don’t be afraid of missing out.
You’re my dearest friends! The Father wants to give you the very kingdom
itself. The Message Luke 12:31-32
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AAA17 by Sue Allen
A sabbatical, according to my dictionary, is a period of time
when an employee does not report to their regular job but
who remains in the employ of the company.
Well the Amazing Antipodean Adventure 2017 certainly saw me away from my regular
commitments both familial and church but the connections to both remained strong!
Gareth had challenged me to see the time as more than a holiday and to look for
opportunities to spend time differently and to engage with God in new ways. The root
of the word is the same as that which gives us Sabbath and in Leviticus Moses explains
how every seven years there is to be a resting and a reviewing and an opportunity
to put things right in terms of healing the land, healing relationships and resting in the
presence of God. How far was this to be true in my sabbatical in New Zealand?
The whole pace of things for me was different. Dan and I were both struck by the laidback pace and lack of external pressure that we both felt. Even in his work at the
university he felt under no constraints of time and no pressure to perform in a
particular way and this was very liberating for him and brought out the best in terms of
his preparation and in his relationships with colleagues and students. For my part, my
responsibilities were very clear cut and there was no sense of different pressures
making conflicting demands. I looked after Jacob in the day and Dan and I took turns
preparing meals and doing the chores! Simple! However I did find that taking
responsibility for a lively, intelligent and loving seven year old was time- consuming and
tiring!
What I did get though was an opportunity to be part of a worshipping community
without any responsibilities of leadership. I could, and did, worship and listen and pray
and praise with no other thought than listening for God's word and responding to his
prompting. This in itself was a lovely experience. The church we found, Riccarton
Community Church, was so relaxed as to make CCW look regimented! The welcome
was warm and the fellowship genuine. I was invited to a house group and joined in
with Bible studies which were exciting and challenging. There was also cake and very
good coffee!
It was not hard to maintain my usual pattern of Bible reading and prayer but I struggled
to find time to do the extra reading I had hoped to do. I managed over half of one of
the books I had taken but never even opened the other. That will be my winter project!
One of the great pleasures was to spend time with Jacob, my grandson. We walked for
miles, took buses to all kinds of places, read books together and prayed together in the
evening. It strengthened a bond is so many lovely ways and I thank God for this
beautiful time we had. I also spent time with Dan, we talked politics and faith and
maths and theology! We share a slightly odd sense of humour and we are both pedants
so conversation was stimulating and sometimes positively bizarre!
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pedants so conversation was stimulating and sometimes positively bizarre!
So what are my abiding memories? Well certainly the spectacular scenery and the
variety, scale and majesty of God's beautiful creation. The warmth of the church and
the unquestioning acceptance and love shown where the Body of Christ meets and
worships. The bonds of family which are not weakened by distance but which can be
strengthened and deepened as we share life, and not just time, together. So thank you
to everyone who stepped up and into the various roles I normally perform for making
the Amazing Antipodean Adventure possible!

We've had some great fun in Discovery Church over the last few months. As well as our
church kids we've had a number of regular families and children come along. We
continue to eat after each session which always goes down well!
As a missional community we continue to meet every week on a Thursday for Discovery
Bible Study. If you would like to know more about Discovery or would like to know how
you could get involved either speak to Huw or Lesley or come along one month to
Discovery Church or join in with Discovery Bible Study!

In August the Youth MC didn’t manage to meet up officially as we were all busy having
holidays. In September we had a trip to the cinema as it was the day before going back
to school and we fancied a treat! In October our plan is to play some board games at
the centre and have a good old natter. We feel we have had a good year of building
friendships within the group and so this year we will be looking more at building our
relationship with God. We also want to spend a bit more time together so will
hopefully be meeting up at another point in the month around the third Sunday. If you
know of any good youth events that we can go to please let us know.
Cefn MC - Attendance has fluctuated over the summer but we've had enough members
every Thursday to make meeting worthwhile. We've added two new regulars from St.
Martin’s, near Oswestry. CafeChurch has been attended twice now by two believers, a
couple linked to OM who have moved to Llangollen. Best news is that we have TWO
members of our local community coming to CafeChurch, one every month for some time, the
other one in June and again last Sunday. These are people linked to the Centre in which we
meet each week. Our monthly Social gatherings are well attended, and we are sometimes
outnumbered by our guests. There are 5-6 people coming regularly to Socials and feeling a
part of our group in a wider sense, two of whom are those who've come to CafeChurch. As a
leadership in Cefn we are so encouraged by the spiritual growth of the core group. Sadly a
few have dropped away in the last year either because they have other commitments or
because they did not share the vision we are pursuing. Those who remain are all committed
to mission, and recently the quality of participation in prayer and Bible study has leapt
forward. The caring commitment to one another is also very strong. God is good!
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Update on Wrexham Feeding the Roofless ( Christchurch )
Well, what a difference a year makes! This time last year it was really looking as
if ChristChurch would either have to combine with another church, do only one
day of the weekend or even give up this ministry completely.
Praise the Lord that since then, some people from Christchurch have
volunteered and two ladies from the Quaker church have become part of the
team. Added to this, we have also had volunteers from other churches that do
not do Feeding the Roofless and volunteers who are not church goers but are
interested in helping. The result is we have a good pool of volunteers and can
commit to our rota with few problems. I feel that this unexpected increase in
volunteers is an encouragement that the Lord wants us to continue this ministry.
For many years we fed the Roofless of Wrexham from various car parks in
Wrexham but since June the feeding now takes place from Trinity Church Hall.
Food and drinks are served inside the hall, although they have to be consumed
outside in the churchyard. It has worked well so far and is felt to be an
improvement by all concerned. We are grateful to the elders of Trinity for
allowing the hall to be used for this purpose.
The number of people who are fed during each session fluctuates and can be
anything between 27 to 47. Each person receives a round of sandwiches, piece
of fruit, chocolate biscuit, crisps and hot drinks, cold drinks or soup. We aim to
make 45 sandwiches and this is usually enough.
As most people know, Christchurch do the 4th weekends of January, March,
May, July, September and November. Duties are preparing sandwiches and
serving food and drinks.
As always, many thanks to all the volunteers who give their time and effort to
this ministry and to Mary & Geoff who pay for the food and to Irene whose
printed sticky labels for the sandwiches make life so much easier.
If anyone needs more information or is interested in volunteering, Please speak
to me. Blessings, Elaine

Berwyn Prison Update
There are now 566 men in the prison. The paid chaplaincy
team is now fully operational and comprises Anglican, Free
Church, Sikh, Muslim, Humanist and Pagan Chaplain and
there is also a Salvation Army funded worker.
The shared worship spaces have been open since July and there is a Sunday
Service each week.
Another conference is being planned for spring 2018
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A clean slate
By Mary Birch
With chalk and slate we learn about
the Alphabet and how to write
it down. Often it was not right
and our teacher would rub it out
and say, “Now try!” Our slates were clean
as if our mess had never been.
So we tried again and again.
My Father kept the village inn.
On his way home Joe would call in.
Tired, thirsty, work done for the day.
“Bill, trust me for a drink?” he’d say
“You know I’ll pay up on Friday!”
The cold dark ale his thirst would slake.
My dad a piece of chalk would take
and write ‘Joe…. 6d’ on his slate.
Just a couple of days to wait
‘til Friday when in would come Joe
to pay the modest debt he owes.
Then a clean slate for Joe
Until his cash is low
and he’s thirsty again.
Our Saviour died for love of us
when he hung in pain on that cross.
‘Paid the debt we could not pay,
all our sins to wash away.’
When we come humbled by shame
because we’ve messed them, up again,
His children’s slates he will rub clean
as if our sins had never been.

ChristChurch Wrexham
ChristChurch Set up
It would be greatly appreciated if more
people would be willing to help set up
church each Sunday. This would give
those who have been doing this for many
years (Gareth, Rob, Sue, Richard) some
respite and on many occasions it would
enable those contributing to our
celebrations better preparation.
It takes around 30 minutes
to set things out ready for
church now that the chairs
and tables are laid out each
week by the caretaker.
It would also greatly help if we could all be
more vigilant in helping clear away, or in
assisting those who are clearing away,
once the celebration ends. That would
ensure that everyone had opportunity to
enjoy the refreshments and fellowship
following our worship.
If you could help please speak
to Gareth or Sally G ASAP.
Shoebox Sunday
This year our shoes box
th
Sunday will be on 19
November. Speak to Dorothy
for more information

I know it is only the beginning of October but here are some dates for
Christmas so that you can get them in your diary in plenty of time!
December - 17th AM - Junior Church Nativity and PM - Carol service
21st Hightown Carols, Craft and Christingle
24th All Age Celebration
25th Christmas Morning Celebration
31st New Year’s Eve Celebration
I am going to order the Real Advent Calendar again this year.
Please let me know by 25th Oct if you would like to order any.
Thanks Sally
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If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church
Leader on 01978 354805, or see
www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham
twitter @ChristChurchWxm

we meet at the following locations
Acton Community Resource Centre
Overton Way
Acton
Wrexham LL12 7LB

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way
Hightown
Wrexham LL13 7YF

Our postal address is
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT

