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Welcome to the December edition of the 
ChristChurch Relay magazine. 

 

ChristChurch 

Wrexham 
Newsletter Dec 2017 

Scripture Focus for December  

Isaiah 40:9-11 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 

    go up on a high mountain. 

You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 

    lift up your voice with a shout, 

lift it up, do not be afraid; 

    say to the towns of Judah, 

    ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 

    and he rules with a mighty arm. 

See, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

    he gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 

Key Events  

1st-4th Mission to 
Wales  

3rd Early 
Celebration – 

Discovery 
Church, The 

Meeting Place – 
Cefn Mawr, 

#Sundaze, Walk 
this Way 

6th New Comers 
Evening 

Community Carol 
Singing 

17th Junior 
Church Nativity 

Family Chistmas 
Carol Service 

21st Hightown 
Carols, Craft &      

Christingle 
Leaders’ Huddle 

and Meeting 

25th Christmas 
Morning 

Celebration 

31st New Year’s 
Eve Celebration 

 
 Advance Notice  - Alison and Haydon Murr, who have recently 

been serving on the Bethel Redding Prophetic team, will be 
here 12-14th Jan 2018 – teaching, workshops, individual 
prophetic sessions and ministry 

Have a 

Blessed 

Advent 
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Leader’s Log 

 Dreaming with God through 2017 & beyond 
 

I started this year with my January Relay  article encouraging us to dream with God and 
work towards fulfilling our passionate desires for Him in 2017.  As we enter Advent and 
draw towards the end of the year it is a good time to reflect on how our dreams with, and 
for, God have gone.   
 

On the journey through Advent’s familiar biblical stories and passages it really is striking 
how often dreams feature.  Numerous people experience God given dreams and above 
all else the great dream, and passionate desire, of Israel is being fulfilled as Christ 
enters the neighbourhood of earth (John 1:9-14 The Message ). 
 

Bringing it back down to our personal level how do we know a dream, or one of our 
passionate desires, are Biblical and from God.  Here is a quick and simple check list: 
BIBLICAL DREAMS 

• Never violate Scripture – are confirmed by rather than challenge biblical revelation 
• Revelatory – not just our own good ideas 
• Memorable – vivid, stimulate our spirits 
• Work out – contribute to Kingdom breakthrough in God’s people 

 

Well done, and praise the Lord, for everyone who has put extra effort and attention into 
fulling Godly dreams and desires this year.  Some of you will have experienced and 
seen breakthrough in differing areas.  Others of you will still be looking for things to 
change or work out. 
 

Therefore a good question to ask is does every dream we have in God work out.  Well 
perhaps not in the way we might expect them to!!  The heavenly perspective we need to 
embrace here is that there is NO failure in genuine faith ventures. The key to 
understanding here is that things are NOT just about US!!   
Every seed planted in faith (dream sought, passion 
desired) contributes and paves the way for the 
breakthrough of others. We are called to be obedient and 
faithful rather than runaway successes. We are also 
rewarded accordingly – well done good and faithful 
servant. 
 

We must understand and act knowing that passion-driven 
worshipers will always accomplish more than purpose-driven 
workers.  God desires passionate partner’s more than 
persevering producers.   INTIMACY > DUTY, as we are 
SONS (& daughters) as well as servants. 
 



 

 

Page 3 ChristChurch Wrexham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God can, and will continue to, use our dreams, alongside the desires of our hearts, to 
inline our hearts and spirits more fully towards Him.  This is because we are created in 
His image and designed to dream and desire as a God given outworking for our 
passions.  When these rightly align with His will and His ways they have tremendous 
capacity to combine in a power packed partnership of unlimited potential and heavenly 
resource.  
 

So in this Advent time, the time between times, take time to review how your dreams 
and desires with, and for, God have worked out in 2017.  At the same time determine to 
renew your faith to dream BIG, for God, and with God, in 2018. 

 

What shape are your Godly dreams and desires in? 
 

Let a deepening desire and dream for more of God’s 
presence and kingdom be our deepest and most 
passionate desire. 
 

Love and prayers,   
Blessings,  GARETH 
Shoebox

 
update from Dorothy.  

 

Shoebox Sunday was a great success with 78 boxes 

on the day, 2 given last week and 1 left in my porch! 

Altogether 81 boxes – a magnificent amount 
 

We are very busy at the warehouse at the moment, checking and packing the boxes. We have 

been lucky to have eleven folk from M&S Bank helping to check and also another company with 

16 one day and 18 another. This has made a tremendous difference as they can do over 1000 

boxes in a day! We have had very few other people checking – maybe because we are in Llay 

and a lot of people can’t find us!  
 

The boxes this year are going to Romania and Ukraine. The Romania ones will be loaded next 

Saturday and taken to Romania on the lorry to be stored in their warehouse. The ones for 

Ukraine will be loaded the following week.  
 

When they arrive in the country, Teams4U partners will sort the cartons, ready to be distributed 

on schools, churches, villages and orphanages. The teams going out will only do a small amount 

of the thousands taken out. The rest are done by the partners.  
 

I will be going out with the team on 11
th

-18
th

 December to Romania, it is such a privilege to do 

this and experience the joy and laughter with the children. In the village we go into the houses 

which are very poor, dominated by a large wood burning stove in the corner of the room. If 

given out in churches we usually give a little concert beforehand with singing and dancing and 

all the while the children’s eyes are on the boxes at the front! 

The boys love cars and the girls anything glittery! If we have plenty of time in the schools we 

show them how to work things and how to play some of the games. I remember skipping with 

one little girl – great fun.  
 

All in all, shoeboxes,
 
even though only small bring huge delight to children with so little. So 

thank you all once again for filling so many boxes. 
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CEFN UPDATE: GIVING THANKS FOR FOOD, FAMILY & FRIENDS  
 

Cefn Mawr Christian Fellowship (aka Cefn Missional 
Community) held two very special community events 
this autumn, as well as “opening” The Meeting Place 
CaféChurch on the first Sunday of every month. Our 
October Social was a Harvest Supper at which we 
gave thanks to Father God for all He provides for 

Hungary   September 2017  – Elizabeth Williams  
At the beginning of this year I thought that 2017 was going to be a significant year. The 
song ‘Ready for You’ with its words ‘Here we are, standing on the edge of something 
new’, have often been in my head. One of the ‘new’ adventures was going to Hungary 
as part of the Mission Team which involved taking my first trip on an aeroplane!  
 

Gareth and Alan met Darren and me at the airport and we drove to Orgovany where the 
team were being given hospitality by The Good News Foundation in a flat above the 
church. We were very well looked after and the accommodation was very pleasant. 
 

The landscape in Hungary was quite flat and we saw grapevines in the fields as we 
drove past. All the ground looked very dry. We had good weather while we were there. 
 

Over the four days of our stay we met Kori and his family and some of the members of 
the church that meets in Iszak who welcomed us and looked after us as we sought to 
share Jesus with people we met in the market or during the Grape Festival that took 
place while we were there. Sharing Jesus with others in this way was another new 
challenge for me, especially as all conversations had to be made through an interpreter. 
 

The Grape Festival (celebration for the taking in of the grape harvest originally?)  was a 
weekend event where people put up stalls in the streets and there was a band stand 
where different entertainment events took place. Kori had borrowed a gazebo for us to 
use as a stall/base from which we went in two’s to try to talk to people about Jesus; we 
also used it as a prayer tent and people came for prayer. We were joined at the festival 
by a number of the members of Kori’s church. I went with Kori to visit a lady who lived in 
the village and she took great pleasure in showing us her garden and invited us into her 
house where we talked and then we prayed for her. 
 

As we neared the end of Sunday at the festival we were asked to go to the home of a 
lady who had come to the tent to ask for prayer before we had arrived there on the 
Saturday. Gareth and I went with one of the teachers who had been in Wrexham earlier 
in the year. The lady told us about a number of traumatic events that had happened over 
many years and that she knew of someone for whom the team had prayed who had 
been healed which was why she wanted us to pray for her. What a privilege! 
 

We met teachers from the school in Orgovany from where our visitors to ChristChurch 
came in June and we went to the school on the Monday morning to share in some of the 
lessons. This was interesting for me – no school uniform and classes of fifteen or fewer! 
A board for the teacher to write on and a laptop in the classroom, but no interactive 
white board linked to the computer.  
 

I knew that I was venturing out of my ‘comfort zone’ but I am very glad that I had the 
opportunity to go and be part of the mission. God is good!             Liz W. 
 



 

 

Page 5 ChristChurch Wrexham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

everyone - and we managed to eat a wonderful hot supper and cool puds too! Our 
group members were outnumbered by guests from the community, which is how we like 
it as we are here to bless local people. In November, our Memorial Social had a 10 –  

15 minute section where we gave thanks for the love and 
lives of family and friends whom we have lost, and prayed 
for those who are grieving their loss. Many placed a name 
on our love-heart board and we lit a candle in memory of 
loved ones and to remind us that Christ the Light of the 
World is with us even in our darkest times. It was a simple 
but significant moment that seems to have helped several 
who were there.  

 

Our Socials are open to anyone in the community and don’t always have a 
theme. There’s always food and good company too - all for free! However, the 
December Social at 7.00pm on Thursday 14 th is a special one as we will be holding 
our Community Carols Café Experience - cake, cuppas, conversation… AND 
CAROLS, of course! Please join us in praying for this event to attract many local people 
and touch their lives with the truth of God’s love in Jesus. 
 

CaféChurch  meets in a Community Centre on first Sundays, and is a different way of 
doing church: we use videos, conversations, discussion topics, “prayer-action stations”, 
multi-media teaching, etc. to make God and his love in Jesus known, as we share over 
cuppas and cakes. Please pray for these monthly gatherings that seek to attract 
unchurched and de-churched people. The first CaféChurch in the New Year meets on 
again on Sunday 7th January. Cefn MC leader Paul Day (helped by his wife, Gill) does 
most of the planning, preparation and presentation and needs the Lord’s guidance and 
provision, especially as he hopes to “apprentice” others in the key tasks in 2018. As you 
will have noticed, Paul isn’t getting any younger, and he hopes to have a new senior 
leader in place by the time he reaches 70 in March 2021. Please pray for this need also. 

TWM update November 2017 
The group continues to meet twice per month on the second and fourth Wednesdays. The 

venue alternates between the various homes of group members and we have enjoyed some 

wonderful hospitality, cake usually is on the menu! 
 

Over the past few months we have undertaken a “book club” type of bible study looking at first 

Ruth and then Ezra. We have discussed these as books looking at what aspects did we like or 

enjoy, what didn’t we like etc putting the “stories” into some historical context and what they 

are saying to us today. We will finish off this in December with Nehemiah which of course links 

closely with Ezra. The new approach has certainly generated discussion amongst the group. 
 

On the other evenings we have been able to share what has been happening in the various 

ministries that the group members are involved in with the opportunity for prayer support and 

to keep up to date with important family news and events! At our most recent get together we 

picked up on Rob Griffiths sermon on “Why does the devil have all the best music?” and shared 

what sort of music was important to us and why? An interesting and eclectic mixture was the 

inevitable outcome from The Pearl Fishers through to contemporary rock from Biffy Clyro via 

classical “gavotte” music and folk rock from the band Iona. No names attached to each! 
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Youth MC Update  

This term we have met for a social activity during the month as well as on the first 

Sunday.  Four new young people have joined in with us too which is great.     
 

First Sunday in October – met at the centre and played board games and discussed 

what we already know about church, missional communities, the Trinity and other 

Christian topics.  
 

Mid October – Tenpin bowling trip. 
 

First Sunday in November - met at the centre 

and carved pumpkins whilst discussing the 

truth about Halloween (if you would like a 

copy of the notes for this please ask Sally E).  
 

Mid November – watched Home Alone and ate lots of chicken nuggets. 
 

First Sunday in December - we are going to be cooking a Christmas meal for our 

families. 
 

If you are a young person or an adult who would like to join in with us please come and 

chat. Thank you for your prayers. Andrew & Liz Williams, John & Sally Ellinson. 

ACT – We have continued the pattern of regular meetings – Communion once a month 
for a small group (our UP and IN). We have a good number of people joining in with our 
fringe activities - Chatty Craft and Chatty Books (OUT). We have several people who 
come to both and have arranged a Christmas Lunch again this year.  
 

It is really encouraging as we have seen a couple of people from Chatty Craft who have 
begun to join our missional community outreach ‘Ti Church’ (OUT and IN), which takes 
place once a month. Recently one of the crafters has begun to ask what we are doing in 
the next Ti Church session, so that she can begin to think of what a craft to bring for 
others to do. It seems that we are starting to find out people of peace, and we hope to 
see more people finding their way to God through what we do.  
 

Chatty Craft is 2 nd and 4 th Friday         Chatty Books is 3 rd Friday 
TI church is 2 nd Saturday 

Discovery Update 
Over the last couple of months, in Discovery Church, we have been 

looking at the fruits of the spirit. The children, and adults, have 

thoroughly enjoyed it. We are now looking forward to the Christmas 

season and supporting the Hightown community in all their activities.  
 

We have also enjoyed social time together during our annual firework 

party, we had food, sparklers, fireworks and lots of fun. The kids had a 

rave of their own in the kids bedrooms using colourful finger lights!!  
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HMP Berwyn Prayer Points  – see the CTW information bulletin for more 
details. Please pray for the following developments and initiatives in 
association with the Chaplaincy at HMP Berwyn  
Services are now taking place each week  

• The Chaplaincy has arranged for the Prison Fellowship ‘Angel Tree’ scheme to be 
introduced whereby those serving sentences at the prison can ask for a gift and 
message to be sent to their children and received at Christmas. 

• The Prison Chaplaincy has arranged the Prison Fellowship’s Restorative Justice 
Courses ‘Sycamore Tree’ to run for 6 weeks finishing on 18th December 

• The Education services are now beginning to operate at the Prison 

Setting up Church on a Sunday  

In the congregational meeting there was a request for volunteers to help with some 

area of church life. Some people were unsure what is involved in the different areas or 

who to talk to, so here is a guide to what happens to get Church ready on a Sunday. 
 

Setting Up – Involves setting out some of the equipment used in church - Junior Church and 

Tea/Coffee boxes go in the café area. Lectern on the front table, notices table box at the back and 

putting the items out on the table. It also involves helping set up the tables for communion. 

Contact Sally G  
 

PA - The PA rota is shared currently over the year between two set up teams, Colin and Eth, and 

Rob and Adrian, so additional help would be welcomed, either as a new pairing or as individuals to 

share the rota with the more experienced members. The tasks involved are (1) setting up 

beforehand, (2) mixing during the celebration and (3) putting away afterwards. Set up requires 

being there at 9 am in order to have the system ready for the music group to have sufficient time 

to practice before the celebration and involves both physical work in carrying out the equipment, 

some of which is heavy, and technical knowledge, which can be learned. Mixing is both technical 

(which again can be learned) and a more ‘spiritual’ ministry, in that the aim of mixing the music 

during the service is to be sensitive to the needs of the music group and the congregation in order 

to facilitate the congregational sung worship. Taking it all down is simply the reverse of putting it 

all up! but with the benefit of some more – and greatly appreciated -  help from other individuals. 

Contact Colin  
 

IT – Involves setting up the laptop, connecting it to the projector, screen, monitor on the front 

desk and sound system. Once it is all set up open the schedule that is in easy worship. It is straight 

forward to follow the slides through the celebration. Contact Rob G 
 

Tea – Helping set out Tea and Coffee sups and then serving after the celebration, helping with 

washing up and putting cups away. Contact Liz  
 

Junior Church – Junior Church has 2 main groups (Under 11 and 11+). The secondary age 

children have their own group but the others all join together to start. Then depending on the 

topic and activities they either stay together or split into smaller groups. We need people to lead a 

group and also be helpers. Contact Jean 
 

If you can help with the above things, it would be really great. It would mean that others who are 

doing more than one thing on a Sunday would be able to be part of the celebration rather than 

just doing.  
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 3rd  10th  17th  24th  31st  
  communion Offering communion communion 

Setting Up Andrew Gareth  Richard Rob / 

PA / Rob, 
Adrian 

Rob, 
Adrian Eth, Colin Eth, Colin 

IT Rob Huw Rob/Huw Rob Rob 

Music 
Group  / Lesley, 

Genni John Colin Colin  

Celebration 
Leader Sue Rob Junior 

Church  
Gareth 
 All Age  All Age  

Speaker Gareth Gareth  

Prayer 
Team Frank, Val 

Frank, 
Elaine Sue, Alan All Team All Team  

Tea 
Campbell, 
Glenys, 
Charlie 

Andrew, 
Elizabeth, 
Dorothy 

Elaine, 
Gerry, 
Marilyn 

June, 
Myra, 
Lucy 

John, 
Ffion, 

Angela 

Crèche  Sally    

Mega Quest 
Mini Quest  

Jean, 
Sarah, 
Lesley 

   

EAT   Kev    

ChristChurch Monthly Rotas 

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church 
Leader on 01978 354805, or see  
 

www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk 
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham 
twitter @ChristChurchWxm 

 

we meet at the following locations 

 

 
 
 

Our postal address is  
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT  

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way  

Hightown 
Wrexham LL13 7YF 

Acton Community Resource Centre 
Overton Way 

Acton 
Wrexham LL12 7LB  

No Junior 

Church  

 

Junior 

Church 

Nativity 

 

All Age 

Celebration 

 

All Age 

Celebration 

 


