ChristChurch
Wrexham
Key Events
4th Early
Celebration –
Discovery
Church, The
Meeting Place –
Cefn Mawr,
#Sundaze, Walk
this Way
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Newsletter Feb 2018

Relay

11th Leaders
Meeting and
LinkUP
13th Shrove
Tuesday
14th Ash
Wednesday
Daniel Fast
18th Leaders’
Huddle and
Meeting
23rd Wrexham
Foodbank Quiz
(Wrexham Lager
Club)

40/50 Financing
Street Pastors are
looking for sponsors
– can you commit to
give £50 per year for
two years?
If you would like
more information
speak to Gareth

Welcome to the February edition of the
ChristChurch Relay magazine.
Scripture Focus for February
Matt 6:1-6 Giving to the needy
6 ‘Be careful not to practise your righteousness in front of
others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 ‘So when you give to
the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be
honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
4
so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father,
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
Prayer
5
‘And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the
street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. 6 But when you
pray, go into your room, close the door and pray
to your Father, who is unseen. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you.

Also see Isaiah 58:1-12
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Leader’s Log
The GIFTs that Christ Gives - APEST.
In January’s Relay article I introduced the concept of Christ the giver from Ephesians 4.
The gifts the ascended Christ gives to His body the Church are people. These people
are graced to be catalysts and facilitators to equip, empower and mature the saints in
the works of ministry and mission. These 5 grace gifts are to operate in 5 ministry
spheres where those gifted will take a lead in developing and empowering others. This
is because the 5 ministry spheres and gifts are intended for the whole body (EVERY
CHRISTIAN) to engage in, not just individual apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
and teachers.
And he has appointed some with grace to be apostles,
and some with grace to be prophets, and some with
grace to be evangelists, and some with grace to be
pastors, and some with grace to be teachers. And
their calling is to nurture and prepare all the holy
believers to do their own works of ministry, and as
they do this they will enlarge and build up the body of
Christ. These grace ministries will function until we all
attain oneness in the faith, until we all experience the
fullness of what it means to know the Son of God, and
finally we become one perfect man with the full
dimensions of spiritual maturity and fully developed
in the abundance of Christ.
Ephesians 4:11-13 TPT
Each of us carries responsibility to discover and operate in His gift for us. We then
apply the gift to its proper purpose. In this way we all contribute to Christ’s body
functioning as it truly should. Various descriptions of all the APEST gifts are listed
below and there are various online questionnaires you can do to find out where you
are most strongly gifted.
Here are 2 simple and quick ones which are free:

www.fivefoldsurvey.com/
www.fivefoldministry.com/
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APEST Descriptions

APOSTLES extend the gospel. As the “sent ones,” they ensure that the faith is
transmitted from one context to another and from one generation to the next. They are
always thinking about the future, bridging barriers, establishing the church in new
contexts, developing leaders, networking trans-locally. Yes, if you focus solely on
initiating new ideas and rapid expansion, you can leave people and organizations
wounded. The shepherding and teaching functions are needed to ensure people are
cared for rather than simply used.
PROPHETS know God's will. They are particularly attuned to God and his truth for
today. They bring correction and challenge the dominant assumptions we inherit from
the culture. They insist that the community obey what God has commanded. They
question the status quo. Without the other types of leaders in place, prophets can
become belligerent activists or, paradoxically, disengage from the imperfection of reality
and become other-worldly.
EVANGELISTS recruit. These infectious communicators of the gospel message recruit
others to the cause. They call for a personal response to God's redemption in Christ,
and also draw believers to engage the wider mission, growing the church. Evangelists
can be so focused on reaching those outside the church that maturing and
strengthening those inside is neglected.
SHEPHERDS nurture and protect. Caregivers of the community, they focus on the
protection and spiritual maturity of God's flock, cultivating a loving and spiritually mature
network of relationships, making and developing disciples. Shepherds can value stability
to the detriment of the mission. They may also foster an unhealthy dependence between
the church and themselves.
TEACHERS understand and explain.
Communicators of God's truth and
wisdom, they help others remain
biblically grounded to better discern
God's will, guiding others toward
wisdom, helping the community remain
faithful to Christ's word, and
constructing a transferable doctrine.
Without the input of the other functions,
teachers can fall into dogmatism or dry
intellectualism. They may fail to see the
personal or missional aspects of the
church's ministry.
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APEST gifts are designed, and need to function, at many differing levels
– local churches, missional communities, small groups, workplaces etc,
etc. Our responsibility is to discover our APEST gift and then allow it to
function in the spheres, arena’s and areas that God has connected us to
or placed us in. Each part playing its proper part and contributing to the
whole movement and function of the body.

WE ALL HAVE SO MUCH TO GIVE – FOR HIM.
Love and prayers,
Blessings,

GARETH

Teams4U shoeboxes - Update from Dorothy
In December last year I joined a team of about 16 other folk to travel to
Romania with Teams4U. We were going to deliver shoeboxes made by
people in the UK and go to villages, orphanages, schools and churches.
We left behind the snow and ice in the UK and found that Romania was unseasonably
mild! Unfortunately, because of this instead of some of the communities we visited
being frozen underfoot it was just extremely muddy!!
We stayed in a very nice hotel in the centre of Cluj, and each morning after breakfast
would travel by minibus to wherever the local team had decided.
The children in the schools were very excited and had prepared some singing and
dancing for us. Unfortunately the king of Romania had died and even though he had
been exiled in Switzerland since 1943 his body was flown back to Romania and 3 days
of national mourning were ordered. This meant no outward signs of merriment! One
school we went to partially ignored this and we sang and danced with them!!
Going to the gypsy communities was quite difficult as the children live in absolute
poverty – but they were all very welcoming – one of the elders of the village put down
sawdust on the mud to enable us to get to the house. The children took their boxes
and ran into the house with them. I followed one little girl and she had piled up 3
boxes and was grinning at me! Not sure whether they were all for her, but left them
anyway – she had nothing.
We also took home boxes around to the elderly ladies living on
their own in what can only be described as shacks. They were
delighted to see us and very pleased with their boxes. They had
just one room, no bed just a sofa, no bathroom or kitchen just a
wood burning stove and a pump outside. One lady was delighted
with a sewing kit in their box as she did a lot of sewing and
another lady got some melamine plates and cups with Noddy on!!
She was also delighted as she would have a present for her
granddaughter!
As always we were short on boxes for older boys and girls, but even though they were
given boxes for a younger age, they were happy! Whilst in the school we were able to
go from classroom to classroom and notice what the children were playing with. For
boys any age, cars were the most popular and for girls hair things and cuddly toys.
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Before we left to return home, we had an evening out in Cluj and
went to the Christmas markets. The decorations were wonderful
and a stark contrast to the communities and homes we had visited.
Shoeboxes have been going many years now but I hope will
continue for many more, as they give so much joy to children with
so little.
We collected over 38,000 boxes from all over the UK last year and Dave is still hoping
for 50,000 this year! ChristChurch made over 80 so I am hoping for 100 this time.
I have already been to the sales picking up bargains to start my own boxes, for me it is
an all year round job.
At the moment we don’t have a Teams4U warehouse, so please pray we would find
one suitable, we can start organising early in the year, already I have a mini
warehouse in my loft.
Thanks to everyone who made a box last year, please continue for this year – we
couldn’t do it without you! Dorothy
Doris and I feel sure that we are not only speaking for
ourselves, but for all at ChristChurch, in this ‘Thank
you’ for all those who serve us.
Firstly, thank you to Gareth, for his pastoral oversight, his leadership, and ministry in
ChristChurch.
Over the years, Gareth has been involved in setting up a number of initiatives, under
God, in Wrexham. Street Pastors, is probably the most widely known, and has been
running for over ten years. School Pastors is less, known, and is now in its fifth year.
Both initiatives were a first in Wales.
Secondly, Rob Griffiths, and Sue Allan, deserve a “Thank you” for their contribution to
the Leadership, and their respective ministries, all of which are much appreciated.
Thirdly, the members of our Wider Leadership Team, also deserve a mention. Thank
you to Andrew and Elizabeth Williams, Huw and Lesley Ap Dewi, and John Ellinson, in
all that you do.
Andrew and Elizabeth are worthy of a special mention, for they have laboured hard and
long with children and young people in the Acton area, over many years, and are still
doing so.
Fourthly, our very able musicians lead us Sunday by Sunday, in sung worship. Thank
you for doing so, we do appreciate your dedication in bringing us together in praise,
adoration, and worship.
In conclusion, thank you to Sally Griffiths. You keep us informed, through the notices, emails, and the Monthly Relay, plus a host of other things that you do behind the scenes.
There are many in ChristChurch, who serve in different capacities throughout the wider
church in Wrexham and abroad. Your ministry does not go unnoticed.
May we say that we, the served, are so grateful for you who serve, for which we say a
heartfelt, ‘Thank you to God.’
Blessings to all, Roy & Doris
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I went on Saturday for the day and it was brilliant! Haydon and Alison were
excellent and really encouraged everyone to take part. The conference was
open to everyone bringing words from the Lord and the presence of the Lord
was tangible. The worship times were awesome. A great day!!

The practical nature of
the sessions was
beneficial and it was
good to have people
from different churches
attending.

Very enjoyable,
thank you

Thank you
so much

Personally, we found
Alison and Hayden to be a
delightful couple whose
word for us was spot on
and clearly of the Lord, and
a great encouragement,
the fruit of which we look
forward to seeing the days
ahead.

So impressive to
see the stamina
and continued
accuracy as
Haydon and
Alison spoke
many prophecies
over people for
prolonged
periods.
All this done with
grace, tenderness
and love for
It was wonderful to be part of the prophetic conference last weekend and
people.
seeing God speak to and touch God's people in Wrexham.
Alison and Haydon's teaching was great
Full of authority but gentle. God's heart and Word opened to us.
God especially spoke to me when we were asked to imagine Jesus putting a gift
into our hands to open, enjoy and use.
The picture I had spoke to me of how God saw me and also what He wanted
me to do. It was amazingly profound. - It was a small perfectly formed stone. (I
was actually disappointed as I was kind of imagining a big present to unwrap)
Then I asked God what it showed
Stones are durable, but can be sculptured
Stones have a quality of integrity and are used for building with others. They are
not readily broken down or crushed.
The verse about the stones crying out in Luke 19 also came to me. I am here to
praise and honour Jesus. If I don't speak out His goodness and amazing Truth
the stones may have too...
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There were practical examples
and natural down to earth
(spiritual) wisdom. No hype,
genuine love

It was just a
really special
day. Out of
the world –
just being in
the presence
of Our
Amazing God


This was just what I
needed and God has
used this to kick start
my journey with Him
again – Hal This was
just what I needed
and God has used
this to kick start my
journey with Him
again – Hallelujah

The most beneficial part was that there was a
good flow and building of the teaching on
prophecy. The least beneficial part was that it
wasn’t long enough!

There was a good
balance between
practical activities
and listening and
it was beneficial
to be able to
practice in a safe
place

Thank you,
you are
awesome

The biblical
insight and
practical
application was
most beneficial.

They had a natural/informal way of
communicating – made it feel like I
could have what they have
I thought it was really
good. The activities
were fun
The activation sessions were
really clear and simple to
implement and experience
God speaking through Alison
and Haydon and you hearing
what was being said. I enjoyed
the session where they were
bouncing off each other when
speaking, interrupting, giving
pace and stimulation.
It was great to have clear
straightforward, well tweaked
teaching. Clear love illustration
and personal stories.
Experienced in a safe
environment. Really enjoyed
the day. Great to see young
mature Christians, good to
know they exist!! Well done
ChristChurch and Community
Church for faithful loyal and
staying through for the long
haul. Amen

HELP! - Could you spare an hour to help Lynn and the Acton Community Resource
Centre with a census? We would like you sit in the hall and count the number of people
who come into the building. You would need to ask some people if they would mind
giving us their postcode/ address. We intend to take the census one week in June. Full
instructions nearer the time. Please see Andrew or Lynn for more information. Thanks
Andrew Williams and Lynn Williams.
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LENT – Give up to Give to!!
We are moving towards the Christian season of Lent. Lent is a six week period leading
up to Easter and this year the start of Lent corresponds with Valentine’s Day. Lent is
associated with the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness,recorded in the Bible.
For centuries Christians have used Lent as a time to individually, and corporately,
prepare for Easter with all the joys that brings as we celebrate the amazing Good News
of Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection.
This preparation time has often included
increased participation and dedication to
spiritual disciplines (fasting being the most
common) as a means of focussed reflection
(how am I doing, physically, emotionally,
spiritually?) and also as a stimulus to
ongoing personal renewal.
The aim in being more disciplined, or fasting, is not to just to give things up but to give
ourselves more fully to developing and strengthening our relationship with God. We
give up so that we can give to.
It has been striking to note just how much media attention is currently being given to the
multiple effects of the increasing amount of time we are all spending engaging with
screens and gadgets. Increasingly we are seeing the unhelpful and unhealthy
consequences this can have on our lives and health (e.g. eyesight, sleep quality,
concentration levels, exam grades etc, etc). For many they cannot bear to be away
from their favourite gadget and for some it has become a serious addiction. We must
conclude that whilst the rapid advances in technology have brought many benefits which
we all enjoy, at the same time they have also brought serious challenges for us as
individuals and as a society.
I am convinced that we could all benefit from a little less screen time in Lent. How about
fasting for a gadget free day for each of the 6 weeks? Outside of any necessary
workplace use put the gadget aside, turn off the screen, and instead give ourselves to
developing and strengthening our relationships. As the old BT advert used to
encourage us it’s GOOD TO TALK. It’s even better to talk person to person, face to
face. Good old-fashioned conversation!!
If you are brave enough to try it I can guarantee you that
you will benefit from it. So Give it up to Give yourself to
deepening relationships with others, and even more
importantly God – our loving heavenly Father.

GARETH
There will be a new Daniel Fast to follow this year- please speak to Sally G
if you want a copy or find it online at elim-ipswich.org/prayer-2018
There are more Lent and Easter resources at
www.eauk.org/church/resources/resources-for-lent-and-easter.cfm
www.tearfund.org/en-WS/lent_2018/

Page |9
Missional Community and Small Groups monthly rhythms at CCW
nd

nd

nd

th

ACT – 2 Saturday Ti church. 2 Thursday Communion, 2 & 4 Friday Chatty Craft.
rd
3 Friday Chatty Books. All at ACRC Rob & Sally and Sue Allen
st

Discovery - 1 Sunday Discovery Church, Hightown. Every Thursday Bible Study (2
Thursday Planning meeting) Huw & Lesley

nd

st

#Sundaze - 1 Sunday either at ACRC or another location depending on activity. Midmonth social. Andrew & Elizabeth, John & Sally
st

Walk this Way 1 Sunday meal, word, worship, 2

nd

th

& 4 Saturday Walk, Gareth & Jean

st

Cefn Mawr - 1 Sunday The Meeting Place CaféChurch. Every Thursday Praise,
Prayer & Bible Study or monthly Social for local people. Paul & Gill
TWM meets on a Wednesday evening on the second and fourth weeks of the month for
a combination of Bible study, prayer and socials. Venue varies from meeting to meeting.
Campbell & Glenys

#SUNDAZE - Encouragements or Encouraging stories from the Missional
Community: Regular attendees:
Years 7+ = Amy, Evie, Rebecca, Daniel, Katie, Hannah, Abbie, Chloe.
Under Year 7 = Rhianna, Micah,
New attendees:
Under Year 7 = Kirsten, Sara, Hannah.
The group have bonded more over the term and have seemed happy to come. The
introduction of a mid-month meet-up as well as the first Sunday has been well received.
We have started to add discussion about spiritual stuff each time now.
December: Made Christmas Dinner for the parents at the centre. November: Pumpkin
carving & chat about Halloween at the centre. Film & food night at J&S. October: Chat /
questionnaire & board games at the centre. September: Cinema trip.
How are the huddles going?
Andrew, Liz, John and Sally have continued to meet most months and encouraged one
another. Bekki and Steve have taken a break since Paige’s arrival. Sally G has joined
another Huddle and John has a vision to start a worship leaders huddle, which he and
Liz could attend.
How are the team meetings going?
We have met a couple of times on a Sunday before Huddle and planned a few months
in advance.
Main prayer points at this time?
 For the YPs to continue coming and enjoying themselves
 For the group to continue to grow closer together
 For wisdom on how to introduce a worship / UP element as there is great variety of
age / background / experience within the group
 Next few months: January: Visit to Chester Cathedral / Food & film night
February: Rend Collective concert / Pancakes & ?
March: Meet at the centre & ?
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March: Meet at the centre & ?
 Future thoughts: June: Big Church Day Out / July: Family Camping weekend
Main focus for UP
Introduce time of worship
Main focus for IN
Maintain relationships
Main Focus for OUT Last year was all about IN. This year focusing on UP. Next...OUT!

DISCOVERY - Encouragements or Encouraging stories from the Missional
Community: We’ve built a great relationship with the families that come to Discovery
Church (DC) and communicate with them outside of DC. Paula has been very helpful in
giving us ideas on how to increase attendance levels.
We’re going to be more proactive on Social Media to promote what we do.
How are the huddles going?
Currently there are no Discovery huddles. Huw is currently praying about the best
approach and who to involve in his huddle.
How are the team meetings going?
Planning and prayer happens every 2 months and we are astonished that new ideas
keep flowing. Every DC session is unique and that’s down to the whole team working
together to deliver an excellent session.
We took a break from bible studies over Christmas but will be starting again in January.
Prior to Christmas these were going well and the sessions were being taken by different
people, all of which would bring something different every week.
Main prayer points at this time?
Pray for more children to attend.
Pray for more Dads to come along with their partners and children.
Pray for the families that are coming, to come regularly and that we can continue to build
a relationship with them.
Pray that we get more people from church involved.
Main focus for UP
Main focus for IN
Main Focus for OUT

Bible Studies/planning and prayer
Bible studies/spontaneous walks etc
Discovery Church

Cefn Mawr - Encouragements or Encouraging stories from the Missional
Community: 2 community members (including our County Councillor) have joined us
regularly at CafeChurch – both “open-dechurched” (lapsed Catholic and ex-JW). More
local believers have joined us at CafeChurch also drawn by our vision for mission, and
because they enjoy the informal style. A “fiancé” has also regularly attended
CafeChurch and some weekly meetings, though he lives in South Wales.
We have enlarged our network of connections through our monthly Socials (and some
engagement with local groups and individuals) and have a consistent group of “regular
associate members”.
We held another well-attended Harvest Supper Social at which we gave thanks to God
our generous provider. We cared for and hopefully helped those experiencing the pain
of loss at our November Social. In December, our Social event was the Cefn Carols
Café – a bit like CafeChurch but with lots of carol-singing. Half of those attending as the
snow still lay on the ground were non-members.
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We have a real sense that we are recognized as a part of the Cefn scene now –
“established”. We can say with a quiet confidence that once again there is an
evangelical church in Cefn Mawr, for Cefn and district.
How are the huddles going?
We don’t have a Huddle as such, but Colin and Rowena, Gill and Paul meet every
Tuesday afternoon to pray and plan, and in informal ways, Paul “disciples” his coleaders. The weekly group meetings include lots of discipling opportunities and as
leaders we can see how individuals members are growing in a variety of ways. This has
been a source of joy and encouragement to us.
How are the team meetings going?
Commitment from our group members to our weekly gatherings for prayer, worship and
learning together has continued to be strong. We have experienced greater participation
in prayer and worship, and contributing to our Bible studies – signs of growing
confidence as well as of commitment. Encouraging other members to share in the
preparation and presentation of CafeChurch had to be postponed as we had such a
busy programme of events, but this will hopefully begin soon, helped by an exercise in
which we seek to identify what the principles that govern the CafeChurch format are –
the essentials – so that we can discover ways of doing CafeChurch that use the different
gifts and skills of our team. Currently, there’s a heavy reliance on technology and
PowerPoint in particular that limits who can be involved. Some attempts at alternatives
have already been explored.
Main prayer points at this time?
+ “apprenticing” members in CafeChurch preparation and presentation
+ community members regularly coming to CafeChurch to come to Christ
+ likewise our regulars at Socials – though we may need to pray them into CafeChurch
membership as a means to them coming to a personal relationship with Jesus
+ Paul to do less so that others do more – others doing more so that Paul does less!!!
Main focus for UP - encouraging/inviting more Social attenders to give CafeChurch a try
Main focus for IN - developing members gifts and skills especially so that they can help
to prepare and present CafeChurch
Main Focus for OUT
widening our circle of influence and increasing our opportunities
for service in/to the community, and drawing more people into “association” with us

ACT - Encouragements or Encouraging stories from the Missional Community:
Glynis and Sue have joined Ti church from Chatty Craft
How are the huddles going?
Rob and Sue attend Gareth’s huddle and Sally has started attending Jean’s huddle
How are the team meetings going?
We tend to meet in the week leading up to Ti to plan and have fellowship.
Main prayer points at this time?
Broadening the people at the core who are prepared to run things or help with planning.
Main focus for UP
Main focus for IN
Main Focus for OUT

Communion
Communion/Ti church
Ti Church, Chatty books and craft
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ChristChurch Monthly Rotas
th

th

4

11

th

18

th

25

communion

Offering

communion

Setting Up

Andrew

Gareth

Richard

Rob

PA

-

Rob, Adrian

Eth, Colin

Rob, Adrian

IT

Frank

Rob

Huw

Rob

Natasha

John

Lesley,
Genni

Adam

Sue

Rob

Sue

Mark

Speaker

Gareth

Gareth

Gareth

Rhys

Prayer
Team

John, Ffion

Frank, Elaine

Sue, Alan

Paul, Gill

Tea

John, Ffion,
Lucy

Dorothy,
Angela,
Charlie

Elaine,
Natasha,
Marilyn

Campbell,
Glenys,
Mandy

Clare

Sue K

Katia

Sarah,
Andrew, Liz

Rebecca,
Jean, Glenys

Sally G,
Andrew, Liz

Kev

Kev

Kev

Music
Group
Celebration
Leader

Crèche
Mega Quest
Mini Quest

No Junior
Church

EAT

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church
Leader on 01978 354805, or see
www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham
twitter @ChristChurchWxm

we meet at the following locations
Acton Community Resource Centre
Overton Way
Acton
Wrexham LL12 7LB

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way
Hightown
Wrexham LL13 7YF

Our postal address is
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT

