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ChristChurch
Wrexham
Key Events
4th Early
Celebration,
Discovery
Church, The
Meeting Place,
#Sundaze, Walk
this Way
11th Mothering
Sunday & Russ
and Lesley at
CCW
18th
Congregational
Meeting
22nd Prayer
Tower
24th - 26th Mission
to Wales
25th Palm Sunday
30th Good Friday
Service at
Salvation Army
Walk of Witness

Newsletter Mar 2018

Relay
Welcome to the March edition of the
ChristChurch Relay magazine.
Scripture Focus for March
Isaiah 26:19 “But your dead will live, Lord; their bodies
will rise—let those who dwell in the dust wake up and
shout for joy—your dew is like the dew of the morning;
the earth will give birth to her dead.”
1 Corinthians 15:3-5 “For what I received I passed on
to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then
to the Twelve.”

THURSDAY

22nd March 9am to 9pm

Join us for 12 hours of dedicated prayer held at Gareth & Jean’s. Time
set aside for dedicated focussed prayer during our Lent Daniel Fast.
Prayer will focus around the words that Jesus taught ‘Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done’ in our lives, families, town & nation. We will
pray for 5 friends focussing in on a number of different areas.
Please sign up as individuals for 1 or 2 hour slots to give ourselves fully to intercessory prayer.
Please consider FASTING on this day to accompany your prayers. Further details from Gareth
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Leader’s Log
Getting practical about the APEST GIFTs
In the last 2 editions of Relay and in a 3 sermon mini-series we have explored the gifts
of Christ the giver from Ephesians 4. These are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
/shepherds and teachers. These have both an individual and a corporate outworking.
Our responsibility is to understand our gift and how it is to be worked out.
And he has appointed some with grace to be apostles, and
some with grace to be prophets, and some with grace to be
evangelists, and some with grace to be pastors, and some with
grace to be teachers. And their calling is to nurture and
prepare all the holy believers to do their own works of
ministry, and as they do this they will enlarge and build up the
body of Christ. These grace ministries will function until we all
attain oneness in the faith, until we all experience the fullness
of what it means to know the Son of God, and finally we
become one perfect man with the full dimensions of spiritual
maturity and fully developed in the abundance of Christ.
Ephesians 4:11-13 TPT

As I have previously stated APEST gifts are designed, and need
to function, at many differing levels – local churches, missional
communities, small groups, workplaces, within families etc,
etc. The gifts are designed to run and operate together. The
differing gifts contributing differing perspectives (ministry
biases) so that the fullness of Christ is revealed through the
body to the world. We therefore need to help one another
discover, understand and function in our differing gifts. We
also need to understand, appreciate and honour the differing
perspectives and contribution that each gift, and person,
brings. Through our unity in the faith, we embrace the
diversity (and tensions) of the 5 grace gifts, understanding that
complementing and alongside each other, they TOGETHER
(and only together), mature and prepare God’s people for
ministry and mission.

Page |3
It is only as this happens that healthy churches that are fit for mission are produced.
This is the DNA that God has imparted, and which lies latent, in the body (church)
waiting for the Holy Spirit to activate it.
Every time gifting is mentioned in the New Testament it is in the context of community.
We are intimately partnered together much like the various parts of a physical body. I
need you and you need me. Each gift needs every other gift to bring perfect balance
and the full expression of all that God intends. Honour and respect for one another
and each and every gift is so vital.
In conclusion we all need to humbly recognise, receive and operate in our APEST gift
fully aware that they are ALL grace gifts from Christ. There is therefore no credit to
claim for possesing them and no glory to bask in or keep for using them.

WE ALL HAVE SO MUCH TO GIVE – BY HONOURING EACH GIFT IN EVERY
PERSON & WORKING TOGETHER - FOR HIM.

Love and prayers,
Blessings,

GARETH

YWAM Update
Our new Spirit & Fire DTS (discipleship training school) has just begun here at
the YWAM base. This is our first 6 month DTS in over 5 years (previous DTS
have been 8-10 months long). We are excited to have 5 trainees with us, making
our team up to 17 members. We have 4 staff working with this year’s DTS (Paul,
Rachel, Bronwyn and Joe), and our 5 trainees come from the UK, Sri Lanka,
America and Zambia.
We are excited and looking forward to all that God will do in these next 6 months - 3 of which
will be based here in Wrexham learning about different topics (e.g. Jesus and the cross, Holy
Spirit, identity in Christ, evangelism, etc.), and the other 3 on outreach somewhere abroad.
So far we have had Gareth come and share about Street Pastors, we've looked at hearing
God's voice, intercession, and who Jesus is. During the February half term we ran a kids club
in St Marks on Caia Park called 'Treasure Seekers'.
Our desire is that we will grow as a team and community in hearing God, obeying him, and
pursuing more of what God has for us and who he is. Please join with us in prayer as we
seek to do this, and for each of our trainees as they settle into a new culture and
environment. You are most welcome to attend out Potlucks (the next is Feb. 20th).
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Worship John Ellinson
It is finished
by Jonas Myrin, Ed Cash, Matt Redman
Scripture Reference(s): Romans 8:1,1 Peter 3:18
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8x7_Lztkmc
This song is a rousing anthem to take us into
Easter time. The main chorus repeats the final
words of Jesus before he died on the cross ‘It is
FINISHED’. A reminder that His sacrifice has dealt
with our sins and broke the bonds of death, this a
song to celebrate our redemption. The melody is
quite repetitive which makes it easy to pick up
and as the song crescendos into an inspiring
bridge. The final line ‘Hallelujah, God be praised’
is a statement that all glory goes to our God!
AMEN!
Verse 1
Amplify Your anthem of grace within my soul
Let me hear the wonders of Your redeeming love
And let me hear those saving words
You spoke upon the cross
Chorus
It is finished, it is finished
O, what else is there to say?
Shame is silenced, death defeated
Hallelujah, God be praised
Verse 2
No more condemnation You had the final word
There’s nothing that can hold me
There’s nothing now to dread
O, I can hear those healing words
You cried upon the cross
Bridge
I hear a symphony of grace
Your song of mercy called my name
I stand in awe, I stand amazed
Hallelujah, God be praised
Verse 3
There’s no more condemnation
You had the final word, yes
You had the final word

Sensible Shoes by Sharon
Garlough Brown
Book Review by Sue Knight
I was given this book for my
birthday and as I am not an
avid reader I have been very
surprised how it has inspired
me. So much so that I have
purchased the whole series
now and have almost finished
the final book in the series.
The book follows the lives of four women
who meet at a spiritual retreat. Although it
is fiction you find that very quickly the
author brings the characters to life and
makes it easy to identify with these woman
as they journey together into a deeper
relationship with God.
Hannah is single and a junior Pastor.
Meg is a widow haunted by the past.
Mara is trying to navigate a difficult
marriage.
Charissa is a student who is a
perfectionist.
As you follow the lives of these women,
you find you too begin to be challenged
into new ways and practices to walk
deeper with God and you will find it easy to
identify with these four characters. On their
journey their lives take on lots of
challenges and heartaches but still they
pursue a deeper and more meaningful
relationship with God and with each other,
learning to care and encourage each other
on their journey.
There are four books in the series.
Sensible Shoes, Two Steps Forward,
Barefoot and the final one An Extra Mile.
Once you have read the first book I am
confident you will want to continue
following the lives of these woman by
reading the whole series as I have and
some of my friends too .I hope this
encourages you to read the series and if
you are interested some of us in the
Church have copies that we can pass
around.
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Easter Events
The Free Church Good Friday Service will be hosted by the Salvation Army
at the SA Citadel & will start at 9.45am.
The Walk of Witness will commence at 11am at the Museum & proceed to Eagles Meadow
as in previous years. We are invited to join up from our differing traditions, & worship
celebrations, at the Museum by 11am to walk together.
We hope to have a drama in place again & plans continue to hopefully ensure this happens.

WE BRING A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE
Dear ChristChurch,
We are encouraged that the Lord continues to bless our celebrations and that there is more
visible and verbal evidence of the Holy Spirit at work amongst us.
The Holy Spirit blows when, where and how he chooses (John 3:8) but at the same time our
desire, hunger, thirsts and expectation also has an effect (Luke 11:9-13) and impact.
Psalm 100:

Scripture encourages us to come to worship
celebrations with prepared and expectant
hearts. Not only that but also having received
from the Lord to pass on encouragement and
spiritual nourishment to others (1 Corinthians
14:26). Gifts to offer to the Lord and gifts to
release blessing to one another.

PRAISE GOD

Lift up a great shout of joy to the Lord!
Go ahead and do it—everyone, everywhere!
As you serve him, be glad and worship him.
Sing your way into his presence with joy!
And realize what this really means—
we have the privilege of worshiping the Lord our God.
For he is our Creator and we belong to him.
We are the people of his pleasure.
You can pass through his open gates with the
password of praise.
Come right into his presence with thanksgiving.
Come bring your thank offering to him
and affectionately bless his beautiful name!
For the Lord is always good and ready to receive you.
He’s so loving that it will amaze you—
so kind that it will astound you!
And he is famous for his faithfulness toward all.
Everyone knows our God can be trusted,
for he keeps his promises to every generation!

We will be implementing a number of measures to enable you to enter into an atmosphere of
worship as you arrive at ACRC and we would also encourage as many as possible to gather for
pre-celebration prayer in the prayer ministry room from 10 till 10.25am.
In your own preparations we would encourage you to play, listen to, and engage in worship
music at home as you get ready to come to church. This could continue in the car during travel,
or on MP3 players as you walk to ACRC.
Coming to church prepared with a gift of worship to offer the
Lord ("a sacrifice of praise") and a desire for His manifest
presence are our key to see worship lead to ongoing and deeper
encounter with the living God.
Lord, give us hungry thirsty hearts.
Lord, keep us bringing you a sacrifice of praise.
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Not by might, nor by power but by my Spirit:
Ichthus Leaders Conference Jan12th/13th 2018
Campbell’s first and Glen’s third visit to the Ichthus Leaders Conference at the Croydon Park
Hotel in South London. The first session, as did all the sessions, began with worship led by
an upbeat band and singers. The songs were a mixture of some known and others clearly
commonly used in the Ichthus churches but all uplifting. The speaker for the opening session
was Roger Forster who is well known to many of us in ChristChurch and a key, and long
standing, leader in Ichthus Ministries. The subject was holiness and Roger described the
importance of demonstrating this quality in our lives and what it actually means as individuals
and as a church. It is God’s presence within us that makes us holy as he removes the
impurities within us.
After a short tea break when we were able to “network” with Phil and Emma Howell from
Hope Church in Crewe, who some of you may remember, as well as a couple of Ichthus
Missionaries from the Lebanon who are known to Gareth and Jean.
The main speaker for the next two sessions was Stuart Glasborrow who with his wife
Chloe are Senior Pastors of Catch The Fire UK’s first church in Wembley. He has an
amazing passion to see the Father Heart of God impact the nations and has a supernatural
testimony of forgiveness and healing to match! They long to see the real, biblical and
authentic heart of Father God revealed to his children, bringing freedom, healing and
reconciliation to a hurting world. Their journey with Catch The Fire started in 2003 and they
have never been the same since! They love seeing hearts and bodies healed and restored
through experiencing God’s power and love, and soaking in his presence. Having had the
benefit of listening to his talks again on CD what follows is a run through of the main points in
his presentations (and his own words) which formed the core message of the weekend and
are worthy of sharing. [We have the CDs if anyone wishes to listen in their own time.
His first talk centred around his personal testimony and how his Christian life and beliefs
were transformed after witnessing the miraculous and supernatural healing of his wife.
Despite a grounding in Christianity he hadn’t experienced the Holy Spirit and in his own
words didn’t want contact with Charismatic weirdos. Being a vet he approached things
analytically and despite repeated prayer for healing his wife Clo had been crippled by severe
arthritis, by frequent recurrent migraines and multiple food intolerances. Although many
prayers had been offered there had not been healing and a feeling of condemnation had
grown. Behind this was a history of abuse by Clo’s father and a real struggle for her to accept
the concept of a loving father. In 2003 they attended a seminar entitled “Father loves you”
run by John Arnott (Toronto). During this Clo developed security in the Father’s love and the
need for real forgiveness in her heart for her earthly father and within one hour she was
healed with complete resolution of all her physical ailments! For 3 years after this Stu
remained sceptical of the Charismatics even though he had witnessed his wife’s healing and
not until visiting Toronto in 2006 did he feel fully able to get his head around God being
supernatural and how he operates in ways above our ways and our understanding.
The rest of his talk centred on the following key points:
We need to adopt a “both / and” approach not an “either / or” approach in the church. This is
in response to swings (like a pendulum) of what is being seen as current trends within
Christian life. He then went on to say “God does not want to improve you but for you to die
and be reborn not to be a remould of your old self”
“Outward holiness after inward holiness”
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There is a tendency toward a Trinity swing between Father / Son / Holy Spirit.” Are we a
Trinitarian church encompassing all 3?” “Do we worship God (the Father) more than Jesus
more than the Holy Spirit?” “Do the worship songs we favour reflect our “bias” towards one
aspect of the Trinity?”
” If we are a Presence based church we should expect Him in ALL aspects of church life”.
“Worship is not for me it is for Jesus / king of kings.”
“Do you believe God is actively Fathering you?” When did you last experience that?
His second session was entitled “Spirit Anointed Ministry” in which he described his church
as being Neocharismatic in which there are frequent manifestations of Holy Spirit but he
personally does not regularly experience or demonstrate these. He challenged us “Don’t
judge because you don’t understand” and “because it’s weird doesn’t mean it’s wrong” and
gave examples of a Hindu and a Muslim attending a Catch the Fire service and having
someone directly in front of them kneeling down and chuckling which of course they found
weird, but they both went on to accept Jesus into their lives!.“ He expressed that “The world
expects God to be supernatural it’s often Christians that have a problem with this (the
supernatural)”.
He then took us through 2 Peter 1 v 3-8 with the challenge to not be ineffective and
unproductive in our knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Knowledge = Epignosis: being in
the inner circle / rich knowledge of Jesus: We are partakers of the divine nature: what a gift!
Do we want to be ineffective and unproductive or partake in the divine nature? Divine nature
looks being loving / holy / pure / meek => meek means “power under control” e.g. when a
horse, like a police horse, is trained. Doesn’t mean being soft or childlike
Next scripture was Luke 9v1: Jesus gave the 12 power and authority to drive out all demons
and diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.
Power (dunamis in Greek) gives us the words dynamite (bang /explosion) & dynamo
(sustains energy). Authority (exousia in Greek), Legal rights (authority ) e.g. Judge has legal
right (authority) but the jailer has the key (power). Stuart gave a testimony of a healing of a
young man with Cystic Fibrosis when he was told by God to blow up the man’s nostrils, with
complete resolution of the disease.
Last scripture was Ephesians 1v5 ” he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will”; v17 “” I keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that
you may know (gnosco) him better”. Gnosco = Intimacy with Jesus leading to us having
power and authority. Surrender to God and allow the supernatural to work within you. Are
you so in love with Jesus that you will do whatever he tells you to do even if it is crazy?
We appreciate this might be difficult to follow but hopefully gives a real feel of the messages
given by Stu.
The Saturday was taken up with two parallel sessions in the morning, Campbell attended
one on The Spirit Led church and in particular how small groups can be effective and Glen
attended one led by Faith Forster on the “Inner Healing of the Spirit”. After lunch Faith
delivered a session on Discerning Truth in the church and how to recognise what is
appropriate and faithful to God’s message and intentions. The day finished with Communion.
All in all a challenging event with much to ponder. Still reflecting on how to incorporate what
we heard into our daily walk with God in order to allow Him to move through us into the lives
of others in CCW and beyond. Feel free to ask us about the event and what we heard.
Campbell and Glen
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If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church
Leader on 01978 354805, or see
www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk
www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham
twitter @ChristChurchWxm

we meet at the following locations
Acton Community Resource Centre
Overton Way
Acton
Wrexham LL12 7LB

Hightown Community Resource Centre
Fusilier Way
Hightown
Wrexham LL13 7YF

Our postal address is
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT

