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Welcome to the June edition of 
the ChristChurch Relay magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Focus for June (The Passion Translation) 
 

Romans 8:14 The mature children of God are those 

who are moved by the impulses of the Holy Spirit. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7 Each believer is given continuous 

revelation by the Holy Spirit to benefit not just himself 

but all. 
  

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now, the “Lord” I’m referring to is 

the Holy Spirit, and wherever he is Lord, there is 

freedom. 
 

Ephesians 4:3 Be faithful to guard the sweet harmony 

of the Holy Spirit among you in the bonds of peace, 
 

What a priceless gift and resource 

 

Key Events 
 

3rd Early 
Celebration, 
Discovery 

Church, The 
Meeting Place, 
Walk this Way. 

#Sundaze  

10th Russ Howell 
at CCW  

Leaders and 
LinkUP meeting 

17th Father’s Day  

21st Leaders 
Huddle 

 
Don’t forget you can 

donate to the FI 
Summer Camps – 
see Campbell or 
Glenys for more 

information 
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Leader’s Log 

Pentecost - The poured out Spirit 
As I sit writing this Pentecost is just days away.  Often referred to as the birthday of the 
Church, Pentecost is when we celebrate the Holy Spirit being poured out by the 
ascended Christ.  Jesus had promised it, as had the prophet Joel many centuries earlier.  
The great thing is that we are still benefiting from it today.  Amazing!! 
 

This is the fulfilment of what was prophesied through  
The prophet Joel, for God says: ‘This is what I will do in 
the last days —I will pour out my Spirit on everybody 
and cause your sons and daughters to prophesy, and 
your young men will see visions, and your old men will  
experience dreams from God. The Holy Spirit will come upon all my servants, men and 
women alike, and they will prophesy. I will reveal startling signs and wonders in the sky 
above and mighty miracles on the earth below. Blood and fire and pillars of clouds will 
appear. For the sun will be turned dark and the moon blood-red before that great and 
awesome appearance of the day of the Lord. But everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.’” ACTS 2:16-21  (The Passion Translation) 
 

The promise is for EVERY believer – that’s you & me included. God’s spirit will be 
poured out on us to empower, energise, equip and send. To release gifts in and 
through our lives.  Signs, wonders and miracles in the spiritual and earthly realm.  The 
purpose so that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
 

The Holy Spirit, His gifts, power and energy are given to send us into the world as 
powerful witnesses for Christ. That is exactly what happened in the early church.  
Following the Spirit’s, filling via, the outpouring at Pentecost the disciples preached 
with power and multiplication with rapid growth of the church followed.    
 

The Spirt comes upon me, fills me, empowers, energises 
and gifts me, so that others might know the sacrificial, 
saving, healing love of the saviour.  The Spirit is poured 
out to enable us to reach a lost and dying world rather 
than for us to have a great party at church.  I love the in-
house parties but they must be balanced with missional 
practise, presence, proclamation and power.  That is 
authentic gospel and kingdom dynamic. 
 
 
 

So I ask the same question again.  How does the Holy Spirit want to seize, clothe and fill 
you?  How easily and readily are you responding?  It is only as we do this that we can 
be equipped fully as His kingdom messengers. So, so important. Let’s continually be 
spurring one another on in this amazing privilege and vital task. 
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Love and prayers,   
Blessings, 
 

GARETH 
The Church Dilemma - Frank Collins  April  2018 
 

This extract comes from an article in the New Wine magazine written by Kris Vallotton, 
leader & co-founder of the Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry, Redding, California. 
 

He says ‘One of the things I learned while writing my book about cultural 
transformation, is that church attendance is not synonymous with city transformation.  
In fact, demographically the US cities that have the greatest Christian churchgoing 
population also have [with a few exceptions] the worst social statistics.  Put simply, 
percentage wise, the more people that go to a Christian church in America, the worse 
off the city is !!! I call it the Huddle Effect. 
 

Jesus said “You are the light of the world, a city set on a hill that can’t be hidden” Matt 
5v14.  The challenge is that believers have become the light of the church, not the 
world.  The Church has become a basket that reduces the light to the 4 walls of the 
church.  Consequently while the light gets brighter and brighter, the world gets darker 
and darker. 
 

Jesus wants Earth to look like Heaven so that the kingdoms of this world become the 
Kingdom of our God.  It’s going to take more than miracles to disciple nations.  The 
ministry that grows a church is different to the ministry that heals a community.” 
 

What struck me was the corollary of that last statement, ie that the ministry that heals 
a community is different to the ministry that grows a church.  In the light of the recent 
Lenten teaching on APETS, and Sue/Andrew’s reference to Micah 4v5 there are 
challenges to us.   ‘He has shown you what is good and what is required of you  ….’ And 
therefore the gifts and talents that we have, we should know.  While we may never be 
a Billy Graham, we are all called to be talented to make sure the body, my body, our 
body as CCW, our body as Churches Together, is in balance.  Otherwise we cannot live 
effective lives as Christians, nor as witnesses, because ‘all word makes us dry up, all 
spirit makes us blow up, but word and spirit makes us grow up.’ So we will see church 
growth and healing of the community when the Word grows in us, and the Spirit grows 
our capacity, and they work together to make the whole body grow. 
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YWAM Update  
The three months period of lecture phase was an 
amazing and self-awakening time. First and foremost it 
was a culture shock for us trainees who came from 
Africa, seeing the different approach to things; food, life 
style and the mentality (Theology and psychology). 
 

As we settled down, we began to build good Christian attitudes, and our relationship 
among us crystallized, forming a great unity. The bible speaks of it in the book of Acts: 
"Having one mind and heart." This didn't just come automatically, it emanated from the 
patience and hard-working staff, in particular the DTS leadership - Rachel and Paul and 
the others namely, Joe and Bronwyn. 
 

I should happily announce that we have achieved the purpose and outcomes of DTS: 
To gather and challenge us to worship, listen to and obey God. 
To inspire and help us cultivate growth in our relationship with God, resulting in us 
having a character of God. 
To sharpen our abilities to relate to, learn from and work with people including those of 
different culture, personalities and perspective. 
To further equip us to serve God and his purposes. 
To impact the vision and foundational values of youth with a mission.  

 

The above happened as we interacted with each other, staff, and working with others in 
many scenarios: Night pastoring, children’s ministry, street evangelism, one to one 
discussions and practical work (cooking, cleaning and planning together). 
Further we were exposed to different teachers who came from outside the UK and 
within. They had specific topics and in total we had ten key subjects, to mention a few - 
kingdom of God, identity, Jesus and discipleship, Holy Spirit, original design and 
freedom prayer etc. 
 

Every day we had time to pray and read the bible and put notes down in the following 
order: what struck out, what questions were raised from a verse and how to apply to our 
lives. These moments drew us to God and always revived our spirits. Not forgetting the 
moments of intercession, worship and prayer which were done as a team. 
The above "treasures" or points have richly blessed our souls and a memorable time, 
we would never forget in our lives. Hence we are ready and equipped to reach the world 
for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We would not be complete without your financial support (ChristChurch), as well as 
individuals we may not know, donated handsomely to this cause of Christ and the 
gospel. We humbly say thank you and God bless you as a church. Luke 6:38. 
~ The representative of the trainees and the staff. (YWAM, Wales) 
 

The DTS is now leaving to go on their outreach phase. They will be heading to Serbia and 

Croatia, and whilst there will be partnering with the local YWAM teams; supporting local 

Christians, churches and ministries; and doing various types of street evangelism and kids 

work. Your prayers would be greatly valued. Many thanks. 

- please pray for our travelling (due to visas and health, it looks like we'll be arriving at 

different times) - please pray that we will connect well as a team and continue the unity 

despite delayed beginnings - please pray for the ministry we'll be doing there, and that we'll 

be able to build good relationships with locals whilst there 
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6 places in Luke where 7 people fall at Jesus’ feet 
following incredibly powerful encounters with him. 

 
 

Episode 1/6.     Costly Worship.    Luke 7:36-50 

What a wonderful & powerful picture - sitting / bowed down at the beautiful feet (Isa 
52:7) of Jesus in extravagant worship. 
A pointer to the need to repeatedly express our gratitude & love in costly worship. 
 

What a wonderful example of a prophet & the prophetic in action. 
Jesus refuses to point out the woman's sin but releases grace & love. He is so gracious 
he even releases a word to bring insight & illumination to the host Simon. 
 

Episode 2/6.        Demonised by Legion  Luke 8:29, 35 
Here a wild violent demonised madman is totally set free & delivered by the healing love 
& grace fuelled power of Jesus. 
Total chaos replaced by order & harmony. 
What an amazing transformation - some testimony he had to tell!! 
 

Total contrast in responses to Jesus' miracle power.  The transformed man wants to 
spend every moment with Jesus.  The locals & town are shocked & fearful & begged 
Jesus to leave!! 
People, even Christians & churches, are still ill at ease with this aspect of Jesus' 
kingdom - let's not be in that crowd but rather like the man who must give testimony of 
the wonders God has done for  him. 
 

Episode 3/6.   Jairus & the Woman with an issue of  blood.     Luke 8:40-56 
This time 2 different people fall at Jesus feet!!  2 incredible miracles of touch. 
 

Jairus in desperate prayer interceding for his daughter' life. 
The healed women who in some trepidation gratefully acknowledges her healing (in 
public).  Both exercise incredible, desperate, faith 
 

The woman presses in with her faith, as opposed to many content to be in the crowd. 
Jairus doesn't yield to fear but heeds Jesus word to focus in & keep believing. 
 

FOCUSSED FAITH THAT PRESSES IN HOLDING TIGHTLY TO JESUS' WORDS. 
 
 

Episode 4/6.       Mary.      Luke 10:38-42 
Mary attentively seeking & absorbing revelation from Jesus. 
Jesus commends her focus & desire. 
Such a good model for us. 
Mary has chosen to be treated as an equal in every respect, totally cutting across the 
culture of the day, and she won’t let any distractions get in the way of that.  Jesus 
promises that this privilege will not be taken from her. 
Who says Jesus has nothing to say on women in ministry & leadership!! 
 

Episode 5/6.    Ten Lepers.      Luke 17:11-19  
The 10 lepers refer to Jesus as mighty Lord & master - the term used being an 
indication that they saw him as one full of supernatural power & authority.   
How do we view Jesus?  
Jesus physically heals all 10 with just a word but also wants social restoration for them 
so directs them to the priest (Lev 13:19; 14:1-9) to confirm their healing & declare them 
clean.  Such compassion & tender mercy.  
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A simple command but hugely challenging - nevertheless they readily respond. (nb OT 
Naaman) 
I’m sure they expected something different - they are asked to seek the Priest’s approval 
& blessing prior to their healing!!.  
Amazingly they are healed on the way.  
Are we ready & willing to fully trust Jesus at His word, even the very simplest things? 
 

Only one leper - a Samaritan foreigner - returns with a thankful, grateful heart.  
He has come back to the ultimate High Priest to be declared clean.  
The nine rejoice in physical healing, this Samaritan has discovered a deeper reality & 
found a new identity.    Salvation & Healing.  Salvation is deeper than healing!!  
9 had an incredible physical healing, 1 had eternal transformation!!  WOW was he 
grateful. 
Find me grateful, Find me thankful, Find me on my knees  
FIND ME LOST IN YOUR GRACE.  
This is what it is to discover true salvation & healing in our bodies, souls & spirits.  
 

Episode 6/6.  The Risen Christ.   Luke 24:36-40  
The disciples would have had to kneel or bow down to examine his wounds fully. 
(verse 40 but missing in some translations) 
We all need an encounter with the Risen Christ. 
To bow before him & surrender to his Lordship.  Jesus is Lord – how do I do life?? 
The peace an encounter with him brings sets flight to doubt & fear (false imaginations). 
 

Worship the Risen Lord. 
 

 
GARETH 

#Sundaze 
  

What? A group of people working towards 
becoming a Missional Community based 
around young people. 
 

Who? Anyone who wants to be involved – 
Youth or Adult! Leaders are Andrew & Liz 
Williams and John & Sally Ellinson. 
 

When? 1st Sunday of the month plus another 
time usually the 3rd Sunday. 
 

April we had an Easter 
Praise Party at ACRC and 
May we had a Picnic & 
walk at Llyn Brenig and 
Games in Acton Park 
 

June: 3rd Big Church Day Out weekend away / 
16th Beach Day (share communion & talk about 
baptism). July: 1st Prayer Stations at ACRC / 
15th tbc August: No official meet-ups 
 

Community of Practice: Leading 
Kingdom Movements - Rob Griffiths  
 

May 11
th
 was the final session of our 

training from Kairos Connection, the 
organisation that is helping churches 
learn about being more missional. It was 
again emphasised that the most 
important thing is that we learn to 
become a family on mission as a church. 
That we are disciples making disciples, 
not just attending church. The two years 
seem to have gone very quickly. Whilst 
sometimes it may feel like we have not 
achieved as much as we would have 
wanted to, there is one church who has 
been with us the whole time who has still 
not launched one missional community. 
Those that have, and who are being 
missional are finding that there are 
people out there who are just waiting to 
hear about the gospel and become part 
of the church family. 
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The Mirror and the Mountain by Luke Aylen 
When Jonah and Summer stumble upon a 
secret passage and discover an 
enchanted mirror, they unwittingly begin 
an adventure that will take them far from 
their home into the magical kingdom of 
Presadia. Trapped in a war-torn kingdom 
with no way home, Summer and Jonah are 
pulled into a strange quest to find the  
long-lost king, who alone has the power to restore 
peace to Presadia. Meeting strange and wonderful 
people along the way, including the dwarf high lord, the 
elf queen and a fire-breathing dragon, they learn 
important lessons about pride, greed, and the power of 
words as they embark on an epic journey to save the 
realm.  
The children and their new friends must be brave as 
they fly across the broken kingdom and climb a misty 
mountain. Can they fulfil their quest to find the king and 
restore peace to Presadia? And will Summer and Jonah 
ever make it back to their own world? 
 

- The Mirror and the Mountain is Luke’s debut novel. It’s 
a fantasy adventure ideal for older children, but written 
for the whole family. Entering the magical kingdom of 
Presadia is a chance to not only enjoy an exciting and 
dramatic story, but to explore even deeper themes that 
run through the book. Bravery, perseverance, pride, 
judging others, telling the truth, sacrifice, and taming the 
tongue are only some of the themes unpacked. The 
book ends with an optional series of questions for 
children, schools and families to address, so that the 
book’s powerful themes can be analysed and absorbed. 

Book Reviews from Christine Walters  
 

Left to their own devices by Katharine Hill 
Katharine Hill explores the impact of devices and the digital age on 
teenagers and younger children, giving practical advice on screen time, 
social media, and consumer culture as well as how to tackle some of the 
more serious issues such as cyberbullying, grooming and pornography. 
Whether you are cradling a newborn or riding the rollercoaster of the teenage years, a 
stranger to Snapchat or have 500 followers on Twitter, this book is for mums and dads 
who not only want to ‘cope’ with bringing up children in the world of digital technology 
but to be on the front foot – confidently parenting in a world of screens. 
 

Mission To Wales 27th to 30th June, Daily soaking sessions and street 

evangelism - 10am to 2pm at Chester Street Baptist Church 
 

Remember…. 
A poem by Simon  
 

When people are sly 
And ignore what you say 
Or other words hurt you  
When they turn you away…. 
….remember, I love you.  
 

When your bag is empty 
And there’s nothing to share 
If your tears run freely 
And no-one seems to care…. 
….remember, I love you. 
 

When sleep doesn’t come  
And days turn to night 
When milk turns sour 
And nothing feels right …. 
…. remember, I love you. 
 

If the jokes on you  
And the shoe doesn’t fit 
If you’ve given up hope  
And you’re digging your pit…. 
…. remember, I love you. 
 

So, before it’s too late 
Before you’ve hit ground 
If you want something new 
to turn things around…. 
 

Remember, I am here  
…and I love you 
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 3
rd

 10
th

  17
th

  24
th

  

  communion Offering communion 

Setting Up Gareth Andrew Richard Rob 

PA  Eth, Colin Rob, Adrian Eth, Colin 

IT Rob Rob Rob Rob 

Music 
Group  

- John,  Adam Huw 

Celebration 
Leader 

Sue Gareth Rob Lynsey 

Speaker Gareth Russ Howell Gareth Gareth 

Prayer 
Team 

John, Ffion Alan, Sue Frank, Val Frank, Elaine 

Tea 
John, Ffion, 

Lucy 

Dorothy, 
Lynsey, 
Charlie 

Paul, Gill, 
Marilyn 

Campbell, 
Glenys, Mandy 

Crèche  Val  Sue K Bekki 

Mega & 
Mini Quest 

 
Andrew, Liz, 

Angela 
Jean, Marilyn, 

Sally G 
Andrew, Liz, 
Jean? Katy 

EAT   Kev Kev Kev 

ChristChurch Monthly Rotas 

If you have any queries please call Gareth Jones - ChristChurch Senior Church 
Leader on 01978 354805, or see  
 

www.christchurchwrexham.org.uk 
admin@christchurchwrexham.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/christchurchwrexham 
twitter @ChristChurchWxm 

 

we meet at the following locations 

 

 
 
 

Our postal address is  
ChristChurch, c/o 7 Heol Penally, Little Acton, Wrexham, LL12 8JT  

 

 

Acton Community Resource Centre 
Overton Way 

Acton 
Wrexham LL12 7LB  

 

Hightown Community Resource Centre 
Fusilier Way  

Hightown 
Wrexham LL13 7YF 

 

No Junior 
Church  

 


